The Railfan’s Essential Photographic Guide to Marias Pass
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BE WISE BEWARE BE SAFE
Here are a few handy hints
Beware of the bears! Yes, grizzly and black bears are quite
. common in the Marias Pass region. The best deterrent is to be
aware and always carry pepper spray where easily accessible to
use if attacked. On a hip belt is the best “quick-draw” location.

GLACIER
NATIONAL

Mosquitoes and other biting insects can be a problem on the west side of the
pass. Use an insect repellent of choice (the wind blows too hard on the Eastside).

Coram Bridge
MP12048 Be aware that all property along railroad right of way is private property.
Due to increased pedestrian traffic in the Marias Pass corridor the BNSF has

announced a“zero tolerance” policy toward trespassers. If you trespass be prepared to suffer
consequences. This booklet should be helpful in finding safe locations along the highway or
from Glacier Park to photograph trains. View this situation not as a limitation but as a way to
stretch your creativity. Consider a long lens, 300mm or longer- Don't just think photo-think ART!

“If you don't like the weather in Montana -just wait 30 minutes.” 0ld Montana Proverl
After the 4th of July thru the end of August Marias Pass is most pleasant. During these summer months the
best time for cloud-free photography is before one in the afternoon, as the mountains produce their own
clouds. As with most places, expect rainy or cloudy days anytime, especially in the month of June. May and
October sometimes bring the heaviest snow storms, which can close the highway, but make for great
photographs if you are staying in Essex. Avalanche season is late January / February, when the railroad
normally runs snowplow trains. Fall colors in Marias Pass usually peak the first two weeks of October.

STATION NAMES AND MILEPOSTS
NOTE:Blue- Great Northern milepost
Green-BNSF milepost

Remember, be wise-beware-be safe and have a good time.
The best images you take home will probably be your memories.
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THESE HANDY PHOTO HINTS
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«Railway changes through the years
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£ s Cameras take photos vertical as well as horizontal

4 ‘“’~ Use a tripod and smaller f-stops for sharper photos

For bluer sky and whiter clouds-try a polarizing filter
,/+* Be prepared -check out and know your equipment

73 If the sky is blank & featureless - crop subject tightly
S Not all days are sunny - shoot in bad weather

Silhouette subject against dawn or twilight sky

* Think - light-texture-color-lines-shapes in composition

/%% Research the subject - get local information

%
*75% Clean your lens!
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# ¥4 Hold autofocus cameras diagonal to achieve quick focus




