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604 WATURAL WEALTH AND SBETTLEMENT.

any, and all foreign-born except the half-breeds.
hese men seldom had any trouble with the Indians,

At the same time the Coeur d’Aléne mission was equally prosperons. It
was situated on the Coeur d'Aléne River, ten miles above Ceur d'Aléne Lake,
Here about 200 screa were enclosed and under cultivation; mission buildings,
& church, & flour-mill run by horse-power, 20 cows, 8 yokes of oxen, IWE;QI.
horses, and mules, constituted a prosperons settlement. About both of thess
establishments the Indians were gathered in villages, enjoying with the mis-
sionaries the sbundance which was the reward of their The mission
of 5t Mary in 1846 consisted of 12 houses, neatly built of logs, a church, s
pmall mill, and other buildings for farm use; 7, bushels of wheat, between
4,000 and 5,000 bushels of , and tables of wvarious kinds were
produced on the farm, which was irﬁl&d’ two small streams running
throngh it. The stock of the establishment uinsilbﬂ& of 40 head of cattle,
some ﬁanen, and other animals. Then comes the old story. Tho condition
of the Indians was said to be greatly ameliorated. They no longer suffered
from famine, their children wera tanght, the women were shiolded from the
barbarons treatment of their husbands, who now assumed some of the labor
formerly forced npon their wives and daughters, and the lstter wers no longer
sold by their parents. Buot alas for human schemes of happiness or philan-
thru'plﬁrl When the Flatheads took up the cross and the plonghshare th
fell victims to the diseases of the white race. When they no longerm
war on their enemies, the Blackfoot nation, these implacable foes gave them
no They stole the horsea of the Flatheads until they nooe left
with which to buoh buffalo, and in pure malice shot their beef-cattle to pre-
vent their feeding themselves at bome, not refraining from shooting the
owners whenever an opportunity offered. By this system of persecution
they finally broke uwe establishment of 5t Mary in 1850, the priests find-
ing it impossilile to p the Indians settled in their vil under these cir-
cumstances, They resumed their migratory habits, and the fathers having
no protection in their isolation, the mission buildings weresold to John (wen,
who, with his brother Francis, converted them into s trading- and fort,
n.'nfdput- the establishment in & state of defence against the oot ma-
rauders.

In 158334 the only missions in operation were theee of the S8acred Heartat
Ceenr d'Aléne, of St Ignatine at Kalispel Lake, and of 8t Paul st Gol'-‘ilﬁ
though certain visiting stationa were kept up, where baptisms were perform
periodically. In 1854, after the Stevens exploring expedition had made the
country somewhat more habitable by treaty talks with the Blackfoot and
other tribes, Hoeken, who seems nearly as indefatigable s De Smet
selected & site for o new mission, *not far from Flathead Lake, and about fifty
miles from the old mission of St Mary." Here he erected during the summer
several frame buildings, & chapel, shops, and dwellings, and gathered abont
him & mmi: of Kootenais, Flatbows, Pend d'Oreilles, Flatheads, and Ealis
pels.  Raila for fencing were cut to the number of 18,000, a large field put
under cultivation, and the mission of 5t Ignatius in the Flathead country
cameo the successor of 8t Mary, In the new ‘reduction,’ the fathers were
assisted by the officers of the exploring ition, and especially by Licat
Muollan, who wintered in the Bitterroot Valley in 1854-5. In return, the
fathers assisted Gov. Stevens at the treaty-grounds, and endeavored to coo:
trol the Ceeur d'Alénes and Spokanes in the troubles that immediately fol-
lowed the treaties of 1855, of which I have given an account elsewhers. Sub-
sequently the mission in the Bitterroot Valley was revived, and the Flatheads
were tanght there until their removal to the reservation at Flathead Lake,
which resarve ineluded St tins mission, where & school waa first
in 1863 by Father Urbanus (zrassi. In 1338 the missionaries at the Fla
missions 300 more harrela of flonr than they could consume, which they
sold to the forts of the American Fur Co. on the Missouri, and the India
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Missouri in Montana, if we exceft some geological
rescarches by Evans, until the railroad survey under
Stevens was ordered; and to this expedition, more

.._.- "'I

LEwis AND CLARER'S Map, 1506,

than to any other cause, may the gold discoveries in
Idaho and Montana, and the ultimate rapid settle-
ment of the country, be credited.™ Stevens left at

™ Stevens' party, charged with the scientific object of the expedition, con
sisted of Capt. J. W. T. Uardiner, lst drag.; Lieut A. J. Donclson, corps of
engineers, with ten sappers and minen:rﬁaut Beckman du DBarry, 3d art;
Licut Cuvier Grover, 4th art.; Lient John Mullan, 24 art.; Isaac I
disbursing azent; J. M. Stanley, artist; George Euuklnﬁ, surgeon and nat
uralist; F. W, Lander and A, VW, Tinkham, sssist eng.; Joln Lambert topog-

rapher; George V. Stevens, William M. Grabam, and A, DRemenyi, in charge
of astronomical and magnetic obeervations; Joseph F. Moffutt, meteorologist;
Johm Evavs, geclogist; Thomas Adams, Max Strobel, Elwood Evans, F. H
Burr, amd A. Jekelialuzy, aids; and T. 8. Everett, quartermaster and com-
missary’s clerk. Pac. Il. K. Kepe, xii. 33.




DOTY, GROVER, AND MULLAN, 807

Fort Benton, and west of there along the line of ex-
ploration in Montana in the winter of 1853—4, one of
his assistants, James Doty, to study under Alexander
Culbertson the character and feelings of the Indian
tribes of the mountains, preparatory to a council of
treaty with the Blackfoot nation; Lieutenant Grover,
to observe the different passes, with regard to snow,
during the winter; and Lieutenant Mullan, to explore
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for routes in every direction. These officers and Mr
Doty secmed to have failed in nothing. Mullan trav-
elled nearly a thousand miles, crossing the divide of the
Rocky Mountains six times from October to January,
passing the remainder of the winter at Cantonment
Stevens in the Bitterroot Vallev, Grover on the 24 of
January left Fort Benton, crossing the Rocky Moun-
tains by Cadotte’s pass on the 12th, and finding the
cold severe, the temperature by day being 21° below
zero. On the 16th, being on very elevated ground, at
sunrise the mercury stood at 38° below zero. Iu the
Hellgate and Bitterroot valleys it was still from
10° to 20° below zero, which was eold weather
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808 NATURAL WEALTH AND SETTLEMENT.

even for the mountains. On the 30th he left Fort
Owen for Walla Walla, having warmer weather, but
finding more snow from Thompson prairie on Clarke
fork to Lake Pend d’'Oreille than in the Rocky
Mountains, and arriving at Walla Walla on the 2d
of March.
Meantime Stevens had gone to Washington cit

to advocate the building of the Northern Pacific raif
road and the construction of a preliminary wagon-road

from Fort Benton to Fort Walla Walla. On receiv-
ing the reports of Grover and Mullan the following
spring, he directed Mullan and Doty to continue their
explorations, and their efforts to promote peace among
the natives, especially between the Blackfoot and
Flathead tribes. Of the temporary failure of the
scheme of a wagon-road, through the combination of
the southern tribes for war in 1855, the narrative has
been given. After the subjugation of the natives,
Mullan was permitted to take charge of this highway,
which played its part in the early history of the set-
tlement of Montana, and its trade and travel. The
road was first advocated as a military necessity to
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PIONEER NAMES, 625

Fort Benton were thirty or forty persons of different
nationalities, such as attach themselves to fur com-
nies.”

At the Blackfoot agency, established in 1858 on
Sun River, by Alfred J. Vaughn, agent for that tribe,
were a few persons.”® On the west side of the Rocky
Mountains, in Missoula county, Washington, were
over two hundred persons, inclusive of the mining,
trading, missionary, and other classes. Of these Deer
Lodge Valley had about seventy." Already a town

of 500 or 800 acres of land. Another settler in the Gallatin Valley this

waa John E. Reese, born in Wales, Jan. 12, 1818, who immigrated to New
York in 18568, and settled on & farm in Pa, where he remai but 2§ years,
when he went to Salt Lake. In 1562 he found himself in Bannack; but choos-
ing farming instesd of mining, he settled 15 miles north of the present town
of Boreman, having no neighbor nearer than 7 miles He married Mary
Davis in 1840, who was the first and for some time the only white woman in
his mection. He owns 240 acres well cultivated, and some and cattle.

Eobert . Menefee, born in Mo., in 1833, went to Kansas at the age of 22
zun. anid was in the political struggle thers from 1855 to 1858, when

e went to Utah, driviog an ox-team. While in S8alt Lake he was clerk for
Gilbert Garrison. In Oct. 1882 he went to the mines aé Bannack. When
Virginia City aroee he was postmaster from Aug. 1864 to Feb. 1885. He
then remained for a few months in Deer Lodge Valley, returning in the au-
tomn. He took some land in Gallatin Valley in 1867, together with John 8.
Mendenhall, whom he bought out in 1870. Therealso resided on & farm near
Bozeman, Riley Cook; & young man whose parents emigrated from the east to
Boisé Valley in 1862, He was {um the following year, being one of the first, if
oot the first native of Idaho of white parentage. He lived there on a farm un-
til 1881. James Redford was anative of Ireland, who immigrated to America
in 1851, at the age of 21 years, and located himself in Pa, whera he worked at
eominon labor until 1855, when he went to Kansas, Nebraska, and Coalorado
in succession. He drove freight teams across the plains two scasons, then en-
ﬂg&d in mining in Colorado. In 1862 he came to Bannack with a mule-taam,

ting himeelf at Bivens gulch apnd mining for 11 or 12 years. In 15064
he married Julis Edwards. They had 10 chilfren, and owned 240 acres in the
head of Jefforson Valley, where they engaged in raising horses and cattle,

* Andrew Dawson was agent in charge; George Stull and M. Carroll, chief
clerks; Hunick, sub-r.hfk:ﬁepry Bostwick and Francis Veicle, interpreters;
Bentr:in De Hoche, Joseph Spearson, Charles Choquette, Peter (’Jln':r'qu11-!’.1‘,1:1
Michael Champagne, and Henry Hobert, interpreters and traders; Vineen
Mercure and Joseph Laurion, carpenters; Jobn Nubert, tailor; Henry Martin,
blacksmith; (Jeorge Weipert, tinner; Paul Longleine, overseer of workmen;
Antoine Burdean, Clement Cournoya, Charles Cournoya, Choarles Conand,
Edward Cunand, Milton Foy, Juﬂ:ph Hule, William Keiser, John Largent,
Joseph Lueier, William Trueadale, [saish Tremblez, employés; Daniel .
fel, n free man; Philip Barnes and Hewry Mills, negro employds; Jamea
Vanlithurg, negro cook. Con. flisf. Soc. Montana, 347-5.

12 The agent at this time was Henry W. Beid. The farmer was J. A. Vail,
whose wife and sister-in-law, Misa O'Hrien, were the only white women resi-
dent in Montana previous to 1862, Another person on Sun River was Jamea
M. Arnoux,

U Gold Creek had Thomas Adams, Reese Anderson, A. Cook, 8
Fernier, Joseph Howard, Mrs Hewins, Peter Kishner and partner, Li

Hier, Wanm.—40




ELECTION AND EXTREA SESSION. 677

But that did not prevent the legislature from pass-
ing a bill at the session of 1871-2 chaniing the time
of the election of his successor to 1872, thereby short-
ening his term to one year. Congress, as it happened,
passed a bill changing the time of election of repre-
sentatives and delegates to the 43d congress to the
first Monday after the first Tuesday in November
1872, so that the Montana act was partly shorn of its
force. In opposition to his better judgment, those
who desired his reélection persuaded him to run a
second time in 1872, when he was defeated by the
well-organized democratic party, and Martin Magin-
nis® elected by a majority of about three hundred.

The extra pay of the legislature had been abol-
ished and forbidden by congress, which paid all the
legislative expenses. An obstacle was thus removed,
and in March 1873 Governor Potts issued a proc-
lamation calling an extra session for the 14th of
April, the nominal excuse for which was the im-
perfections in the laws passed at the late regular
session, but the real reason for which was that there
existed in Montana a numerous faction, or ring, who
were determined in their efforts to inveigle the tax-
payers of Montana, already overburdened with debt,
into pledging the faith of the territory to build a rail-
restored. He secured § new Emt-mum and 20 post-offices, He drew np and
bad passed the pational-park bill, setting apart 50 miles square to the use of the
nation forever. N. G. glord was made superintendent, and put to laying
out roads. He secured 3 national banks, 1 at Helena, capital §100,000; 1 at
Deer Lodge, copital $50,000; and 1 at Bozeman, capital §50,000. He secured
an nssay office for Helena with an l.pprugrintion of §30,000; and mnother

P tion of §3,000 to pay for the printing of the laws of the Tth session
:rtha Montana legislature; half that amount to pay a deficiency in settling
with the printer of the lawa of the 6th session; and an additional appropri-
stion for the survey of the public lands. He procured the amendment giving
the governor power to appoint in recess, He assisted in amending the quarta
law of the territory, giving those whoe performed a certnin amount of labor
upon their claims o patent to the same. Ho procured an amendment to the
organic act empowering the legislature to incorporate railroads. He secured
the privilege of having all territorial offices filled by persons domiciled in the
termitory, excepting U. 8. judges, Indian nts, and superintendents. Ha
had the courage to refuse to do something which he was requested to perforin,
but never loat a single ﬁxumm Montans throngh nr:&ect. or incapacity.

ett was formerly of Nev

Maginnis was & worthy succeasor to Claggett, and secured many bane-
fits to the territory. He was in congress continuously for ten years.
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road which was to enrich them if it ruined the com-
monwealth. There had been much discussion of the
question of the legality of a tax levied for such a pur-
pose, some of the journals taking strong ground
against it,™ on the side of the people.

The governor in his message gave a statement of
finances, showing an increase of debt in sixteen
months of over $29,000, which he did not hesitate to
say was due to the ‘‘ extravagant expenditures of the
last legislative assembly, which reached nearly the
sum of $45,000;” or to tell them that the finances
of the territory had been so managed by the law-
making power as to give little hope for its future.

" The Deer Lodge New Northwest, republican, edited and owned by James
H. Mills, was unremitting in defence of the people's interests. The New
Northwest was established July 9, 1868, at Deer Lodge. It wus an S8-column
journal, and ably conducted, without being radical. The journalism of Moa-
tana was for the moat part conduocted with dignity, sbility, and considering
their remoteness from the great world, with success. The Monianian, first
published at Virginia City by JMEII Wright and L. M. Black, Julg 12, 1870,
was & democratic journal. Wright left in A t 1871, when . F. Co
conducted it for two years. Cope sold it to a Joint-stock company, H. ET
Blake being editor, who resigned on being appointed district judge, and waas
mucceeded by H. T. Brown. It wasat last sold to the Madisonsan in 15876
The Bozeman Jpand-Courier, democratic, waa founded Dec. 135, 1871, by
%lac h;\?right md&l:nh[. Il?hp::ll mtnk’lflihw Allgnmdmﬁlt;hnditi:r. Il:] 1574

, desiring to change the polic B pApeT, right's leass having
expired, made o new lease to J. "; Bogert without giving Wright notice.
This canse: the seizure and suspension of the Cowrier, from September 2ith
to November 13th, when Wright, having secured other ma

blication. It was published semi-weekly in 1870, but onl

ime. In Febroary 1877, the paper passed into the hands of W. W. Alder-
son, J. V. Bogert, ublican, associats aditor. The Courier wos the pioneer
journal of eastern Montana, to whosa de t it was dev . The
elena News Leiler was started in Feb. 1869, The Missoula Pioneer, demo-
cratic, was established in 1871 by the Pioneer Publishing Company, at
Missonla City, in Missoula county, and was devoted to the development of
western Montans, Leonidas Boyle and W, J, McCormick, editors, M.
Woody and T. M. Chisholm purchased the paper in 1873, and changed its
name to Missoulian, Chisholm sold his intereat the same year to W. K. Turk.
The Madisonian, published at Virginis City in Sept. 1573, was & political
democratio journal, edited by Thomas Deyarman, sheriff of Madison county.

When the Montanian discontinued, it purchased its material and good.wi
The Rocly Mouniain Husbandman, devoted to the ngricn]tnml development
of the eountry, was started in Nov. 1875, by R. N. Sutherlin, at Diamond
City, in Meagher county. The T'ri- Weeldy Capital Times, established in Sept
1868 by Joseph Magree, 8. P. Basset, and I Morriscn, at Virginia City,
was a democratic journal, G-colomn sheet. On June 1, 1870, it was trans-
ferred to the charge of William T. Lovell and Joseph Wright, who subse-
quently published the Montanian, The Bozeman Thiines, ano democratio
m: , waa eatablished in 1875 by Heary C. igh and F. Wilkinson,
IE;IE. 8. Wilkinson, 1t was a 7-column paper, ted to democracy.




FINANCE AND ERATLROAD, &79

The public debt was in excess of half a million of
dollars, which the territory, being possessed of great
resources, might pay, but which should not be in-
creased. This advice came after congress had ap-
plied the remedy, by prohibiting extra compensation
from the territorial treasury, and advancing the pay
of the legislators to a compromise between penury
and extravagance. The governor recommended legis-
lation which should prevent the sheriff of Madison
county char%ng $222 for taking a convict to the peni-
tentiary at Deer Lodge, a distance of 120 miles, and
similar unnecessary wastefulness of the public money,”
without taking into account that to hold offices and
spend the people’s money freely were prerogatives of
partydominant in Montana at that time, with which
the could never be persuaded to part. voluntarily.
n the proposition to vote county bonds to aid in
constructing a railway from the d‘;ﬂtra.l Pacific to

Helena, the governor had an opinion decidedly un-
favorable to the project, which he pronounced suicidal.
As to the legality of lmpasmia tax for such a pur-

pose, he held that taxes must be imposed for a public
and not for a private purpose; and that when taxation
was prostituted to objects not connected with the
public interests, it became plunder. Some of the gov-
ernor’s suggestions with regard to retrenchment were
carried out; but the railroad bill, the main object for
which an extra session had been brought about, was
passed and approved by the governor, namely, «A bill
for an act enabling and authorizing any county or
counties within the territory of Montana to aid in
the construction of a railroa.c{, and to subsecribe to the
capital stock of the same,”®

7,555 0nt of 143 besasury, i aciitin o the feemaf the sheciTpabd by IHigante
in civil canses. The sheriff of Gallatin county received §2,671 in the same
whli was in adiition bo theie Peoper fose - The sggrogate b of thous coums
Eﬂl was §97,000. The maum for m-&alhm in 14872 was

$32,730.62. M of Gov. Potta, in New Northwest, April 19, 1873. .
#The couneil of the extrasrdinary session was composed of G, W. Stapls-
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By this act it became lawful for the county com-
missioners of any county to submit to any inco
rated company a proposition to subscribe to the build-
ing of a railroad from the Union Pacific, the Central
Pacific, or the Utah Northern into or through the ter-
ritory of Montana, not exceeding twenty per cent of
the taxable property of the county; but upon condi-
tion that Madison, Jefferson, and Gallatin counties
should subscribe fifteen per cent, two per cent to be
paid as soon as the road reached those counties, and
thirteen per cent when it should be completed. A
similar proposition should be presented to the other
counties, with the difference that the amount to be
subscribed was ten per cent in Meagher and twenty
per cent in Lewis and Clarke counties, with other
provisions, the chief of which was that an election
was to be held, at which the people should vote upon
the question of subsidy, yes or no.®

ton, president, E. T. Yager, John Owen, W. B. Dance, W. E. Bams, D, P,
Newcomer, Robert Lawrence, Robert Fisher, Seth Bullock, J. C. Stuart, 8,
J. Beck, and Owen Garrigan, with one vacancy; clerks, A. M. 8. Carpenter,
H. W. Hill, A. J. Davidson, W. G. Barkley; sergeant-at-arms, James Cad-
E:g; door-keeper, H. J. Johnson. House of representatives, John H.
gers, er, B. D, Aiken, James M. Alger, Joseph A. Brown, Alexander
Carmichael, W. A. Chessman, George 8. man, Otho Cuortis, Isasc Dean,
A, Dusold, Beojamin Ezekicl, R. E. Emerson, Joseph W, Hartwell, Curtis
L. Harri.ngton, F. George Heldt, James Kennedy, J. C. Kerley, Samuel
Mallory, Christian He& GomEo W. McCanley, C. C. O'Keefe, Isanc 8.
Stafford, Wilbur F, Sanders, C. W. Sutton, y M. Tate; clerks, TV,
W. Chapman, E. H. Hurley, L. Hawkins; sergeant-at-arms, W. T. Shirley;
g.olil;v_g‘wp:r, L. B. Bell. Mont, Jour, House, extra session, April 14 to May
® Missoulian, May 16, 1873, A bill introduced by W. F. Sanders called
for & subscription by counties to the amount of §2,300,000, they giving bonds
Fﬁ able in 30 years, with 7 per cent interest, to be paid semi-annually, which
iled to pass. The one which was & substitute. When Claggett was
in con, he was importuned to secure a right of way acrosa the public
lands for any railroad companies, and to securs to pay for the extraor-
dinary session. He the matter ldmiﬂr. ow not aak for the
money until a bill he had introduced granting night of way, and uiring &
two-thirds vote of the tax-payers to mthmfr.};gl ﬁnt or :j:rmn.icip:?qm I;ung 2
should hnvn‘i:umd. Should congress pass the bill, Montana would be safe,
and he would do his best to get an appropriation for the extra session. This

d_iﬁlnma.tic conrse was the origin of the substitute bill. But the U. 5. senata
did not favor siding railroads in the territories, and the right-of-way bill was
not passed. gett did, however, secure an amendment to the organio act
empowering the legislature to incorporate railroads, which could do no harm
under tho restriction of the right-of-way bill. The bill finally passed, in
March 1875, and his suecessor secured §20,000 appropristion to pay the ex-
penses of the oxtra session.
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The failure to secure a grant from congress of a
right of way for railroads across the public lands, and
the disinclination of the people to be any more heavily
taxed than they were, kept the question from being

ut to a vote before the eighth session of the legis-

ture, oceurring in January and February 1874.%
From the message of Governor Potts, it is evident
the Montana law-makers had not much amended their
habits of extravagance” The reforms recommended
by the exeuutivea%nd not yet reached county commis-
sioners, whose per diem was ten dollars; nor sheriffs,
who received three dollars a day for subsisting pris-
oners in jail; nor prosecuting attorneys, who received
three thousand dollars perannum. Under the existing
law the cost of collecting taxes was four times greater
than in the states east of the Missouri. Only two
counties had paid any of their indebtedness the last
year, Deer Lodge and Beaverhead. All the other
counties had increased their debt, Lewis and Clarke
owing $148,550.39; and in Meagher county the com-
missioners had refused to levy a school tax of three
mills, their economy beginning by closing the public

*The new members of the council were R. E. Arick, O. B. Barber, A. H.
Beattie, Charles Cooper, J. J. Davis, and L. R Maillet. The lower house
was the saine as in 16873, except a new member, J. M, Arooux, Clerks of the
eonncil, A. M. 8, tar, Hobert W. Hill, T. E. Collins, W. B. Morrison;
sergeant-at-arms, J. E. Allen; door-keeper, J. M. Castner. Clerks of the
house, A. H. Barrett, W. W. Chapman, E. P. Owens, 8. Hughes; sergeant-
;t-ti:.mu, genrga Broffy; door-keeper, George Linder. Mont. Council Jour.,

peas. , 3.

¥ In his message to the Bth legislature, the governor made the plain state-
ment that in his first measage he bad recommended the repeal of the law
granting extra compensation to U, 8, officers and legislators out of the terri-
torial treasury, but that his advice had been disregarded, except as to the
U. 8. judges, and that the sum of $32,614.80 was drawn from the treasury of
Montans nnd mdnmthntlem‘.nhtum: and at the close of that seseion, 1871-2,
£201,000 had paid bithe territory, under the law granting extra com-
pensation, since the assembling of the first legislature. This fact, and the
rapid increase of the debt by the law-making power, had cansed him to ask
the interposition of congress to annul the extra-compensation laws; and he
had accompanied his request with an abetract of the financial condition of
Montana, which produced the desired result in the passage of a law of congreas

hibiting the e or enforcement of any law Ly a territorial legislatare
Emwhinh officers or legislatora should be paid n{n}y compensation other than

t provided by the laws of the United States. [F. S. Statutes at Large, vol.

xvii. 418, Under this law Montana had expended $41,350.21 leas in 1873 than
in 1872, and warrants had advanced 10 centa on a dollar in consequence,
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schools.® These revelations did not prepare the
ple to regard favorably any scheme which ahuu]cr?::
crease their burdens, and for the time railroad legis-
lation was interrupted.

Meantime a lively interest was felt in the subject
of transportation, and much discussion was being had
in the public prints as to which route should have
the preference. The Northern Pacific, dear to the
penp?e of Montana from a sentiment dating back to
the days when the United States senate debated a
route to China via the mouth of “the Oregon River,”
and now plainly a necessity of this commonwealth to
open up a vast extent of rich mineral and agricultural
lands, was the first choice of the whole of eastern
Montana; while the counties along the line of the pro-
jected extension of the Utah Northern to Helena
would have liked, could they have afforded it, to see
that f;‘a&d cnnstructed} g o ;

After the passage of the right-of-way act of congress
in March 1875, a railroad gmnventign was heﬁi at
Helena April 21st, at which, among other declarations,
it was resolved that a committee of one from each
county should be appointed to solicit propositions
from the Northern Pacific, Utah Northern, Portland,
Dalles, and Salt Lake, Union Pacific, and Central
Pacific railroad companies, and to gather information
bearing upon the su ject of railroads. The only com-
Eany which availed itself of the invitation extended

y the convention to send commissioners to the legis-
lature, which convened January 1876, was the North-
ern Pacificc. This company appointed its vice-presi-
dent, George Stark, and its chief engineer, W. Milnor
Roberts, a committee to confer with the legislature
relative to a plan by which their road could be
extended from the Missouri, at Bismarck, to the
Yellowstone River, and up the Yellowstone Valley
two hundred or more miles, during 1876-7.

The result of this conference was that the North-

® Governor's message, in Hozeman Avani-Courier, Jan. 9, 1874,
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ern Pacific accepted the loan of the credit of the ter-
ritory in the sum of three million dollars, at eight per
cent interest, secured by a lien upon the traffic of the
road to and from Montana. An argument in favor of
such a loan was that Montana expended annually in
freights by the way of the Union Pacific, and bﬁ
wagons from Corinne, a million of money, to whie
was added another half million on freights by the way
of the Missouri River, and wagons from Benton.
The reduction on the cost of freights would soon
amount to three millions, if the people could be
brought to deprive themselves temporarily of that
amount. A similar proposition concerning the Utah
Northern was also to be entertained if that company
accepted, which it did not, saying that Montana was
not able to help build two railroads, and they would
wait the action of the people on the Northern Pacific
proposition. The election for or against the subsidy
was held in April 1876, and there proved to be a
majority of only 248 against it.
or such an outcome the legislature® was prepared,
and passed an act, vetoed by the governor and
over his head, convening the next legislative body in
January 1877. The ostensible reason for changing
the time of meeting was to bring it nearer the time
of election, as if to amend the election law were
not a cheaper method of arranging this matter. Dele-
ate Maginnis was notified to secure an appropriation
rom congress, and did so.®
™ Members of the council at the Bth session were Asa Brown, president,
J. Abascal, J. Allenbaugh, W. E. Bass, Ed. Cardwell, Philip Constans, W.
E. Cullen, William Graham, W, O. P, Haya, James Hornbuckle, I I. Lawis,
BE. H. Tatem, Thomas Vvatson; clerks, R. Comley, G. E. Watson,
Patrick Talent, H. C. Wilkinson; t-at arma, Otis Strickland; door-
keeper, P. H. Maloney. Members of the lower house were 8. W. Iu:‘{
horne, speaker, 3. W. Beal, E. . Brooke, J. C. Burkett, Alfred Cave,
Carmichael, W. A. Chessman, T. H. Clewell, Otho Curtis, R. 8. Ford, D.
Kenneally, C. Mead, A, B. Moore, J. C. Moore, W. J. McCormick, J. H.
McKnight, L. B. Olds, Brigham Reed, Louis Rotwitt, W, F. S8anders, Gran-
ville Stuart, John M. Sweeney, William E. Tierney, P. Woodlock, Samuel
Word, F. L. Worden; clerks, A. H. Barrett, J. N. Heldt, N. H. Connelly,
J. E. C. Kanouse; sergeant-at.arms, H. K. Emerson; door-keeper, J. g

Thom . Mont, Jour, Council, Pth scasion,
» couneil of the 10th seasion was composed of W. E. Basa, president,
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The Northern Pacific having been disposed of, the

Utah Northern now came forward with a proposition
to the legislature in session in 1877, and offered to
build 300 miles of narrow-gauge railroad within three
years, 100 hundred miles a year, starting at Franklin,
in Idaho, to a point as far north as the Bighole River,
and to be called the Utah Northern Extension, for a
subsidy of $5,000 per mile in bonds of the territory,
to be placed in escrow in New York, to be delivered
at stipulated times, and to draw interest at eight per
cent per annum from time of delivery, that is, at the
completion of every twenty miles.

The proposition to build to the Bighorn was made
to carry the road near or to the national park. But
it would in that case pass through a rough and ele-
vated region, not likely to be soon settled if ever, and
chiefly outside of Montana, and the legislature in
framing a bill changed the route to Fort Hall, Idaho,
thence to Pipeston, Jefferson county, Montana, to
terminate at or to come to Helena. But no survey
of any route had been made, and the bill also was
very {UGS'E]}Y drawn, leaving it to the railroad company
to stop at any point by forfeiting fifteen per cent of
the proposed subsidy. If the company accepted the
terms proposed in the bill as passed by the legislature,
it was to signify its acceptance on or before the 25th
of March, and their acceptance or non-acceptance was
to be announced by a proclamation from the executive
office. Whether it was the change in the route, or

John B. Allenbaugh, Asa A. Brown, Philip Copstans, W. E. Cullen, Robert
Ford, W. 0. P, Hays, 1. [. Lewis, P. W. McAdow, Arimstead H. Mitchell,
Benjamin H. Tatem, Edwin B. Waterbury, Thomaa Watson; clerks, Harry
K. Comly, Horace C. Lewis, David Marks, H C. Wilkinson; se t-
at-arme, Otis Strickland; deor-keeper, Thomas Daly. Members of the house
were Alexander E. Mayhew, speaker, Edwin M. Batchelder, Henry B. Brain-
ard, Walter F. Chadwick, Joseph Davis, James A. Dixon, Hugh F. Galen,
Richard 0. Hickman, Horatio E Howell, Joseph A. Hyde, Frank C. Ives,

Nicholas Kessler, Washington J. McCormick, Jamea McElroy, Henry H.
Mood, Benjamin T. Porter, Daniel P. Robbius, John C. Hobinson, Luui:ﬁat.-
witt, Junius G. Boanders, Wilbur F. Sanders, George Stell, William A.
Thompson, Robert P. Vivian, Aaron C. Witter, Samuel Word; clerks, An-
thony H. Barrett, Heory A. Lambert, Albert J. McEiernan, Clarence 0.
Ewing; t-at-arms, Stephen Bynuin; door-keeper, Daniel Farry. Mont.
dour, Council, 10th session,
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whether the tone of the most influential newspapers
in Montana foreshadowed to the company the faiﬁre
of the measure at the election whicgﬂ would follow
their acceptance, they made no sign on or before the
25th of lfarch.and the proclamation of the governor
immediately after announced the conclusion of all this
scheming and legislation, which obviated the necessity
of a subsidy election on the 10th of April.

The same year, however, the Utah Northern ex-
tended its line northward, changing its route to Snake
River, through Marsh Valley and Port Neuf Caiion.
In April 1879 the president of that company, Sidney
Dillon, made a proposition to the governor of Mon-
tana to extend the road to the Montana line within
the current year, and 130 miles into Montana within
the year 1880, provided only that the legislature
would, by act, exempt the road from taxation for a
period 01:" fifteen years. To be able toaccept or reject
this proposition, the governor issued a proclamation
calling an extraordinary session, to convene on the 1st
of July, and in his message strongly advocated the
acceptance of the proposition,*® the message being re-

" Mont. Jour. Council and House, 1870, 12-14. The reasons given by the
governor for calling an extra session were, as stated in his proclamation, that
the eleventh legislature had adjourned without making an apportionment
of the tan“l:':? or lagﬁulutiva purposes, as required by a recent act of congress, .
and as the safety of the inhabitanta mquirﬁ such legislation as would enable
them by armed organizations to t themselves from Indian depredations,
and as the late I-uﬁlhtiu assembly had failed to enact a law pmij.inmé for the
funding of the debt of the territory at a lower rate of interest than that bein
paid, and as serious errors appeared in some of the laws passed at the cleven
seasion, and many legitimate subjects of legislation failed of maturity at that
sesaion, therefore he reassembled them to do what should have been done at the
regular seasion. Nothingwas said about railroads, but the anti-railread journals
treated the governor's real desipn as if it had been proclaimed, and & resolotion
was introduced in the house censuring, or at least eriticising, the executive for
assembling them for reapportionment before a census had been taken, at a
season of the year inconvenient for moat of them, and in viclation of a law of
congress that no territorial legislature should be convened without an appro-

iation first having been mvﬂatn defray the expenses. The resolution waa
referred to the judiciary committee, of which W. F. Sanders was chairman,
His report is a fine piece of diplomatic writing—he being the head and front
of rai agitation —declaring that the legislative assembly was not a
political convention, nor was it elected to emticise the management of the
executive d ment of the government. It might memorialize, but it should
not seold.  1f necessary, it might impeach officers created by it; but the rea-
olution did not pmnee?to that length. It was inappropriate to be conaidered
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ferred to a committee composed of J. A. Hyde, W.
C. Gillette, and W. O. P. Hays, the two former, con-
stituting a majority, reported in favor of the governor’s
suggestions, and the latter against them, upon the
ground that the laws of the United States did not
permit them to grant a special privilege to one com-
pany, which in this case they could not afford to ex-
tend to other roads, notably to the Northern Pacific,
with its 30,400 square miles of land within the terri-
tory, besides its movable property when completed.
Two bills were intmduce(f one to comply with the
proposition of the Utah Northern, and another to
empower the county of Lewis and Clarke to subscribe
$300,000 in bonds to that road. In the former case,
the law was absolute without being referred to the
E}ﬂ le; in the latter, it was subject to an election.

oth met with much adverse argument, and both were
finally defeated. The legislature adjourned on the
23d, baving passed nineteen acts, among which were
several tending toward a more economical use of the
peoﬂle’s money than had heretofore been the practice
of the legislators of Montana.™

or by the assembly, and it was recommended that it shonld not pass.
This report silenced the murmuor against the mdm for deing for once, of
his own volition, or at the instance of the rai party, what they had al-
_ways been ready to do when their pay was §12 a day for enacting laws which
filled the pockets of their favorites. Thers being no money appropriated,
mor any in the treasury, made all the difference, not congresa besides
already been driven toreduce their pay tofour dollars per diem, and forbidden
them to take any pay from the terntory,
¥'The conneil of the 11th and extraordinary sessions of 1870 consisted of
Armsteand H. Mite ]ii.‘,rgru.idmt. Martin Barrett, William G. Conrad, War-
ren C. Gillette, Ric 0. Hickman, Anton M. Holter, W. 0. P. Ha;
Joseph A, Hyde, Frank C. Ives, Richard T. Eennon, William Parberry, Junius
G. Banders, Oscar A, Sedman; clerks, Harry R. Comly, Hayden E. Riddle;
sergeant-at-arms and door-keeper, Dennis U. Bheehy; chaplain, Rev. John
Armatrong. The lower house was composed of SBamuel Word, speaker, Sam-
uel Barbour, Elizur Beach, William T, Boardman, Joseph J. Boyer, Edward
G. Brooke, S8amuel B. Cornick, Caldwell Edwards, James Fergus, John F.
Forbis, Alfred B. Hamilton, C. L. Harrington, Joseph E. Marion, Washing-
ton J. McCormick, James McElroy, Hen . Mood, John Ncgu, Willi:.mnﬁ.
Perkina, John C. Hobinson, Wilbur F. Sanders, Geo tell, Granville
Stuart, John M, SMEE. James T. Thorpe, Enoch Wilsom: clerks, James
E. Eanouse, Jamea W. Kemper; sergeant-at-arms and door- r, Daniel
Searles; chaplain, Mahlon N. Gilbert. The bill rea ning the territory
for lzfuhhw purposes was vetoed by the governor use it violated the
law of congress requiring the apportionment to be made according to popula-
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The failure of the railroad bills did not have
the effect to prevent railroad-building. The Union
Pacific company could not longer defer competing
with the Northern Pacific, which was now approach-
ing the Montana territory with rapid strides. It
therefore constructed ten miles of the Utah Northern
within the limits of Montana before cold weather
interrupted grading. In the following year it con-
stru 110 miles, and in 1881 reached Helena.
With the opening of railroad communication a new
era of prosperity, which had been slowly dawning since
about 1876, greatly assisted the territory in recover-
ing from its embarrased financial condition. This,
together with the restrictions placed upon reckless
expenditure by congress, and the faithful admonitions
of Potts, who still held the executive office to the
satisfaction of both political parties, finally accom-
plished the redemption of the territory. hen the
governor found that at the meeting of the twelfth
legislature the several counties still owed an aggregate
debt of $619,899.86, he pointed out over again that
this exhibit did not sustain their boasted ability for
local self-government,® and that it must deter immi-
gration, and retard the admission of Montana as a
state, recommending certain improvements in the
laws regulating county affairs. ;

On the contrary, the improvement in territorial
finances was encouraging, there being a net indebted-
ness rema.ining of only a little more than £20,000.
Few reforms in county administrations were accom-
plished at this session,™ and at the meeting of the
tion, and was made 'to answer the demands of locality alone.” The house
refused to reconsider the bill, and it was lost.

¥ This reproach of the governor was simed at & continual hl:rpinf by cer-
tain papers on the tyranny of congreas, and the greater prosperity of o terri-
hur_;lwhich could be allowed to choose its officers, and manage its own affairs,

The council of the 12th legislature was composed of 12 members, accord-
ing to an act of congress of 1875, which ordered at the same time the redoe-
tiun of the assembly to 24 members, and & new apportionment nmnrrlin‘i‘t.a
gopull.tmn. The members were Joseph K. Toole, president, E. D. Aikin,

ceeph A Browne, Edward Cardwell, R. 8. Ford, W. O. P. Hays, J. B

Hubbell, William B. Huandley, J. C. Kerley, Armistead H. Mitchell, “'_il!.in.ni
W. Morris, Frank L. Worden; clerks, Harry B, Comley, Haden E. Riddle;
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thirteenth legislature, in January 1883, the county
indebtedness had reached the sum of $658,974.32,
and this, while the assessed valuation of the territory
reached the sum of £33,211,319.12.¥* The revenue
for territorial purposes amounted to $90,863.47, and
the treasury afp ontana had a surplus of over $14,-
000 in its coffers.

Here, at last, the territorial craft found clear sail-
ing. With regard to the public institutions n
to the peace, the penitentiary contained sixty-seven
convicts, whose maintenance cost seventy-five cents a
day, ten of whom earned fifty cents daig( at contract
labor. During the {ear 1884 the central portion of
the penitentiary building was in process of erection.
Fifty-six insane persons were provided for and treated
at the public expense, by the contract system. The
school system ufPe Montana had reached a condition of
much excellence, the schools being graded, and none
but competent teachers employ The population
had increased to 40,000, and there was a renewed
movement toward a state constitution. Just at this

riod, after more than twelve years of wise admin-
1stration, Governor Potts was removed, and John
Schuyler Crosby appointed to succeed him, who as-
sumed office on the 15th of January, 1883, four days
after the meeting of the legislative assembly.® Cmsgy

gergeant-at-arms, T. B. Harper; J. T. Mason chaplain, The house of re
resentatives was DEP?uhn J. Donnelly, speaker, Elizur Beach, .Iohi
M. Bell, Henry N. Blake, Henry Chambers, Israel Clem, A. L. Corbly,
William E. Cullen, W. D). Davis, Stephen De Waolfe, Amos Eastman, James
H. Garlock, Michael Hanley, Curtis L. Harrington, Christian B, Houser,
Robert (. Humber, Henry A. Kennerly, Hwh“’ James K. Pardee,
Jacok M. Powers, J. C. Rogers, Oscar A, . John Stediman, Enoch
Wilson; elerks, Jamea E. Kanouse, Jamea N. Kemper; sergeant-at-arma, D.
H. Linenbarger; chaplain, W. Scott Stites. Mont, Jour. Council, 12th sesa., 3.

% The governor's m shows that the county of Lewis and Clarke paid
by its commissioners $3,664.40 for about 4 months’ work in assessing the
erty holders at the rate of 3 per cent per annum, The sheriff received 31.
per day each for the board of prisoners; more than boarding-house keepers
required of their patrons for first-class fare; and other abuses are mentioned.
Yet the people go on to-day electing legislatures from the same party which
for twenty years has persisted in these spoliations.

¥ The council of the 13th legislature was com of the followin
members: Granville Stuart, ident, Henry 3. , W. E. Baas, Edwa
Cardwell, William A. Chessman, Charles G. Cox, Warren C. Gillette, Armis-
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CHAPTER VI.

MINING AND CATTLE-RAISING.
15641885,

Imvrvx or ProsrecTomRs—UoNTINUED MINERAL DISCOVERIES—ALDER AWD
Last CHaNCE GUuLcHES—MINING ADVENTURES—SOME NotarLE Discov-
ERIES—HypRAULIO MACHINERY — QUARTZ-MINING— T RANSPORTATION—
Rootes axp FrEloETs—THE Bramvess oF CATTLE-GROWING—RAixcEs—
Branps—Rovsp-vr—Propoer aND Prosrr—Foeraer Mmvixe DeEVEL-
OPMENTS—ONDITION OF AGRICULTUEE,

TrE two primary elements of Montana’s grand de-
velopment were gold and grasses. In a rough country
of apparently few resources, the discovery of Alder
gulch, resulting in $60,000,000 of precious metal,
which that ten miles of auriferous ground produced
in twenty years,! was like the rubbing of an Aladdin
lamp. Itdrew eager prospectors from Colorado, Utah,
and Idaho, who overran the country on both sides of
the upper Missouri, and east and west of the Rocky
Mountains, many of whom realized, to a greater or
less extent, their dreams of wealth.? The most im-

1 Strahorn's Montana, 8; Barrows' Twelve Nights, 239,

% Among the discoveries of 1564 was the Silver Bow, or Summit Mountain
district, on the head waters of Deer Lodge River. It was found in July Ly
Bud. Barker, Frank Ruff, Joseph Eater, and James Ester. The name of
Silver Bow waa given by these discoversrs, from the shining and beantiful
l};iblpmmnw of the creek, which here sweeps in a crescent among the bills.
The district was 12 miles in length, and besdes the discovery claim or guilch,
there were 21 discovercd and worked in the following § years, and about as
many more that were worked after the introduction uigtrn.tur ditehes in 1568,
The men who uncovered the riches of Silver Bow district were, after the
original diseoverara, W. R. G:Eﬁaweﬂ, Peter Slater, Vernon & Co., C. Solo-
man, M, Johnson, Dennis Diri , 4. Baker, Robert McMinn, Thomas Flood,
W. K. Crawford, 8herman & Co., Henry Rust, M. Prettyman, Loster Popple,
W. E. Harris, J. La Clair, L. Thayer, Popple, A. M, Bmith, C. 8,
Warren, Jumes Beattie, George McCausland, Wolf & Cowan, From the
gulches opened by these men was taken, betneen 1564 and l!}rli!!’.] FI.SN,EM,
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portant discovery after Alder gulch was made by
John Cowan, a tall, dark-eyed, gray-haired man from
Ackworth, Georgia, who had explored for a long time
in vain, and staked his remaining hopes and efforts on
a prospect about half-way between Mullan’s pass of
the Rocky Mountains and the Missouri River, in the
valley of the Little Prickly Pear River, and called his
stake the Last Chance gulch.® From near the ground
where Helena was located, in the autumn of 1864,
John Cowan took the first few thousands of the
$16,000,000 which it has yielded, and returned to his
native state, where he built himself a saw-mill and
was wisely content.* Hundreds of miners swarmed to
Last Chance, and by the first of October the town of
Helena was founded and named, and a committee
appointed by citizens to lay it off in lots and draw
up a set of municipal regulations suited to the condi-
tions of a mining community.® From its favorable

Of the gulches, which l? too high to be worked before the completion of
the Pioneer amd Rocker ditch inlfﬂ'm, the discoverers were: W. E. Vernon,
John W. Baker, Nelson Everest, Charles 8. Warren, Michael Moran, John
Hanifin, Benjamin Vener, Eugene Boiteanx, William , Thomas Smith,
H. H. Alstreadt, Barl Gower, Jobn Barrick, Levi Russell, John Sheppard,
L. W. Burnett, John M. Kiﬂg?. ‘Arkansaw,’ H. H. Porter, L. Griswold,
Charles Rures, S8idney Dinnon, Vernon & Co., Thomas Burden, H. J. Matti-
son, Charles Noyes, Gower & Co., Crane & Lynch. Total number of claima
in the district in 1869 waa 1,007. Thers were at this time 7 ditches in tha
district from 1 to 20 miles in length, aggregating 53 miles, with & total ca-
yciry of 3,100 inches of water, constructed at o coat of §106,000. Deer Lodye
ew Northwest, Nov, 12, 1869,

'R, Btanley of Attleborough, Nuneaton, England, was one of the dia-
covery party, John Crab and I J. Miller were of the party. They had
come from Alder guleh, where no claims were left for them. They mu:fﬁ
in a gulch where Helena waa later Ehc:ad. but not finding the prospect rich,
set oot to go to Kootenai. On Hellgate River tlmgumet a party returnin
thence, who warned them not to waate their time. they turned back, an
prospected on Blackfoot River, and east of the mountaine on the Dearborn
end gﬁ.ﬂn rivers, until they found themselves once more in the gulch on the
Prickly Pear, which they eaid was ‘ their last chance,” It proved on further
Iitri.l.l tof;_;l.l the chance they desired. Btanley, in Helena City Directory,

iJohn Slosa, killed by Indians in 183668, on the Dry fork of Cheyenne
Hiver, is also called ooe o{ the discoverers of Last Ghngn guleh.

8 George P. Wood, says the Helena Republican, Sept. 20, 1866, was the
ouly one of the committes who ever attempted to discharge the duties of bis
office—an onpaid and thankless service. If Helena shows defecta of grade
and narrowness of streets in the original plan, it could not be otherwise in a
town ily settled, without surveys, and necessarily conforming to the
character of the ground. And, ss has frequently been the case, s spring of

Hasr, Wasu.—ib
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situation with regard to routes of travel, and other
advautages, Helena became a rival of the metropolis
of Alder guleh—Virginia City.

Following rapidly upon the discovery of Last
Chance gulch were others of great richness, as the
Ophir and McClellan,® thirty miles from Helena,” on
the west side of the Rocky Mountains, the Confed-
erate, east of the Missouri River and south-east of
Helena, and others.®

water determined the guestion of the first settlement. After the Helens
Water Company had constructed a system of wu.barvjlipm leading to the more
level ground, which it did in 1863-6, the town rapidly followed in that dirce-
tion. A ditch leading from Ten Mile Creek to the mines below town caused
& spreading-out in that direction. Henee the irregularities in the plan of
Montana's capital.

® Named after John L. MeClellan, the discoverer. Blackfoot City was
located on Ophir guleh, discovered by Bratton, Pemberton, and others, in May
1885. In 1872 it had been abandoned to the Chinesae,

! Helena was located on Dry guleh, which could not be worked until
ditches were constructed. Oro Fino and Grizzly gulches were joined half a
mile above the town, forming the celebrated Last Chance. Nelson's gulch
beaded in the mountains, ran into Ten Mile Creek. South from these
were & number of rich gulches running into Prickly Pear River. Helena
Republican, Sept. 15, 1860.

! For 130 miles north and south of Helena, and 100 east and west of the
same Eoint, mines of excceding richness were discovered in M85 and 1866,
First Chance gulch, a tributary of Bear gulch, in Deer e county, yielded
nearly §1,000 a day with one sluice and one set of hands, ew York golch
and Montana bar, in Meagher county, were fabulously productive. Old
Helena resideuts still love to relate that on the morning of the 18th of Au.
gust, 15666, two wagons loaded with a half-ton each of gold, and guarded by
an escort of fifteen men, deposited their freight at Hershfeld & Co.'s bank,
on Bridge street, this treasure having been taken from Montana bar and
Confederate guleh in leas than four months, 'hy two men and their assistants,
And Helena bankers are still pleased to mention that in the antumn of 1568
a four-muole team drew two and o half tons of gold fromn Helena to Benton,
for transportation down the Missouri River, most of which came from these
celebrated mines in one season, and the value of which freight was &1, 500,000,
The train was escorted by F. X. Beidler and aids. The treasnre belonged
to John Shineman, A, Campbell, C. J. Friedrichs, and T. Judaon. [ffeleno
Republican, Sept. 1. 1866; W. A. Clarke, in Strakorn’s Montana, 9.

As n memento of early days in Montana, I will cite here some of the
nuggets which rewarded the miner's toil in the placer-mining perind. 1n
Brown gulch, 5 miles from Virginia City, the gold was coarse, and nuggeta
of 10 oz or more were common. Virginia and Helena Post, Oct. 0, 1866. In
1867 & miner mamed Yager found in Fairweather gulch, on J. McEvily's
claim, n piece of gold, oblong in shape, with o shoulderat one end, and worn
smooth, weighing 15 e 2 oz. Virginie Montana Post, May 18, 1867, From

|
MeClellan'a 151. on the Blackfoot River, £30,000 was taken from one
claim in 11 days, by 5 men. From a claim, No. 8, below Discovery claim,
on the same gulch, $12,684 was token out in 5 days. The dirt k of
Elack{oot City paid from 20 c. to §140 to the pan. Hefena Republican, Aug.
26, 1568. From Nelson's guleh, at Helena, were taken an tworth $2,093,
found on Maxwell, Rollins, & Co.'s claim, and cue worth 1,630 from J. H.
Rogers’ claim, From Deitrick & Brother's elaim, on Hocker gulch, one worth
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It will be seen that with so large a stream of gold
pouring out of the country, with a diminishing popu-

$1,800; and on Tandy's claim three worth §375, 8475, and 8550, respectively,
Almost every claim had its famous nugget. Mining ground was claimed as
soon a8 discoversd, and prospectors pushed out in every divection. New
placers were found from the Bitterroot to the Bighorn River, but none to ex-
cel or to equal those of 1863 and 1564,

The discovery of quartz-ledges was contemporaneons with the discovery
of Bannack placers in 1862, A Californis miner remarked, in 1861, that he
counted T quartz lodes in one moontain. &, F. Bulletin, Aug. 28, 1861, The
first lode worked was the Dakota, which was a large, irregularly shaped
wein carrying free gold, varying from three to eight feet in fhr;:lfuqu, tmn:lI;nﬁ
north-west and south-east, dipping to the north-east, and situated in & bal
bill near Bannack. Its owners were Arnold & Allen, who proceeded to
erect & mill out of such means as were at hand, the iron and much of the
wood being furnished by the great number of ns abandoned at this point
by the Salmon River immigranta before spoken of. Out of wagon-tires, in a
common blacksmith’s forge, wers fashioned six stamps, weighing 400 pounds
each. The power used waa water, and with this simple and economical con-
trivance more gold was extracted than with some of ten times the cost in-
troduced later,

The first steam quartz-mill was put up in Bannack in 1863, by Hunkins.
Walter C. Hopkins placed a steam-mill on No. 6 Dakota, in August 1860.
The Bullion Mining Company of Montana owned a mill in 1868, with 3 Bul-
lock crushers, and it on the New York ledge, Keyser manager. The
East Bannack {.iuldpl.nd Silver Mining Company owned a mill in 1866, placed
on the Shober 1 i ed by David Worden, The Butterfield mill, and
Kirby & Clark mill, wm in operation near Bannack in 1866; and N. E,
Wood bad placed s Bullock patent crusher on Dakota No. 12, for the New
Jersey Company.

Under the first quartz-mining law of Montana, 100 feet in length econsti-
tuted & claim. The second legislature changed this to 200 feet along the
lode, with all the dips, spurs, and angles, and 50 feet on each side of the lode
for working purposes; but 1,000 feet of ground might be taken in each di-
rection nlong the lode for the same uses. Montana Seraps, 39. The person
discovering & lode waa entitled to one claim for the discovery and one by

‘mption.

Pm;n ptember 1864 James W, Whitlatch, born in Pa, not much cultured
in book-knowledge, but with great shrewdnpess and an indomitable will, who
bad become acquainted with mining and milling ores in Nevada and Colorade,
waa looking for a quartz location, hnvi:i pmrzct-ad inseveral districts before
he came to &"‘nc kly Pear, where he tried working some silver-bearing galena
ores which proved intractable from the presence of copper and antimony.
The expenditure, in a country of high prices, reduced his exchequer to naught,
and he sought Last Chanoe guleh, thoere to encamp for the winter with eight
companions, The placers were Eying enormously, and believing that quartz
is the mother of placer gold, be began searching for the veina. In this search
be was assistod by his eight messmates, who, baving less faith, and desiring
to teat their fortunes in the placer diggings, bound him to an agreement to
ive up the pursuit if at the close of a certain day of the month he Lad not
d his bonanza. The doy was drawing to a cloae, and bis companions had
returned to camp, when \?Fvui.ﬂatch caught sight of a f ot of quartz,

which on being broken open by his pick showed free gold. It was with a
quickmﬂ pulse that he struck it into the earth and uncovered the long-
ht loda,
his was the famous Whitlatch mine. In order to work it, a company
waa formed of snccesding claimanta, called the Whitlatch Union Mining Com-
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lation, with no exports except the precious metals and
a few hides and furs, and with a recklessly extrava-

pany. In 1884-5 there was taken out & good guantity of ore worth on an
average forty dollars per ton, and in Sept. 1868 the mill of the National Min-
II:_E snd Exploring ¥ commenced crushing it, followed by several
others which were erected jn this and the fnllnwinﬁ ﬁﬁr These were the
Turnley, Hendie, Sensenderfer & Whitlateh, an icker & Price mills,
the first 2 erected in 18G6. Virginia Monfana Postf, Dec. 25, 1667. Over
32,000 tons were worked before the close of 1867, yielding $1,0001,500. The
cost of mining and milling ores in Mootana at this period was enormous, being
#7 per ton to get out the ore, and from $15 to §18 for crushing it, in gold,
when gold was worth a premium of 100 per cent. The profit was therefore
small, but soch as it was, Whitlatch, with the trne enterprise of a pioneer,
devoted to the further du\rel?jpmant of his own and neighboring mines.
owned by J. C. Ricker and M. A. Price, was claim No. 1 west of Whit.-
latch discovery claim. Whitlatch and Sensenderfer was claim No. 3 east and
clairi No. 3 weat on the lode, from discovery, a half-interest in which waa
sold to Sensenderfer in June 1869, and & 30-stamp mill erected thereon. The
rmpu't was resold to a Philadelphia company under the name of The Co-
umbia Mining Company of Montana, managed by B. H. Tatem. Claim No.
4 east wos owned equally by this company and by E Mansfield & Co. Claim
No. 2 east was owned by Mansfield and E. Hodson. The westward extension
on the Union lode was called the Parkineon, and waas owned by J. W. Whit-
latch, J. Parkinson, W. Parkinson, and C. McClure, OUn m“ﬂtensinn, tha
Essex Mining Company, composed of Thomas Parkinson, W. Parkinson,
Thomas Argnjﬁa, IMP.'L'I': MecClure, owned 1,800 feet. They received a patent
for the ground from the U. 3., the first granted in Montana onder a law of
eongress concerning quartz claims, The mill site included 10 acres on Grizely
gulch, } mile from the mine. More fortunate than many other men of his
¢lasa, he secured a fortune for his own nses.

The discovery of the Whitlatch lode led to & quartz excitement, not only
about lHelena, but in every other part of Montans. TheCliff wasa promising
lode at Helepa, discovered by Worden and Hall, on which 18 claims wers
located, 8 of which were consolidated in one company known as the Cresos
Mining Company, The crevice of the Cliff was from 20 to 200 feet wide, and
it rose in many places 30 feet above the surface. It formed a dividing line
between the slate and ite formations. It crossed the gulches in thae
vicinity of Helena, all of which paid well below it, and none paid above it,
from which it would appear that it must bave been the source of their riches.
Thoe Owyhes Park mincs also were famous in 1866. Professor Hodge was
agent of the National Mining and Exploring Company of New York, which
owned them, Turnley's mill commenced running on the ores in the latter

rt of August 1868, flelena Republican, Sept. l,%Sﬁﬂ. Hodge and his san

ussell were indicted in January 1867 for killing George Moore becauss he
took timber from the company's land. VFirginia Montana Post, Feb, 2
and March 9, 1867, The Buollion Mining Company, of Nilson's gulch, com.
menced crushing their ores in Nuﬂmberslm The Sultans, at the head of
Grizzly gulch, had a tep-stamp mill erected hﬁ. Gormoley & Co. at work in
November also. It was erected by Eichard Fisher. His partner, Cliford,
was superintendent for & New York company which owned § millsin Georgia
befors the rebellion. The fm'pert;r being confiscated, Cliford migrated to
Colerado, and mined there for & years before coming to Montans. Amo:g
other mines islly opened in 1865 near Helens was the Uncle S8am, own
by a miner from Scotland named Brown, who had formerly worked on the
Gould and Curry lode of Nevada. This mine wans said at the period of its
discovery to be the richest in the known world, being o well-defined ledge
five feot wide, three fourths of which was pure gold, and the remainder prin-
cipally bismoth, The quarts casing contalning the vein, it was stated, would
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gant system of government, Montana must be brought
to comparative poverty, or at all events, was no better

assay from $500 to $2,000., Making every allowance for over-enthusiasm, the
Uncle Sam was undoubtedly & mine of very unusual richoess, with one of
those bonanzas at the top which have not been altogether unknown in other
mines.

While guartz-mining waa being followed with so much earnestness in the
regions of Bannack and Helena, it was being prosecuted also in the neighhor.
hood of Virginia City. In Summit distriet, five miles south of the then eap-
ital of Montana, four mills were running on ores from the mines in that
vicinity. In Hot Springs distriet, 30 miles north of Virginia City, were three
others, Idaho mill waa the first in Madison county, and Legan pounding ore
with 12 atampa in Dee. 1865. It was not successful, beingareph-uet] liy another
little more than & year later. Firginia Montana Post, Dec. 30, 1865, The follow-
ing year Seneca Falla mill, in a large frame structure with excellent machin-
ery, Scranton mill with a crusher, in a stone building, and Excelsior
mill with 20 stamps, in o fine, large building, were added. Ina guleh just
below Summit wea the Foster mill with 24 stamps, crushing ore from the
Mesler lode. A 50-stamp mill was on its way from the east, in May, intended
for Mill Creek mioes in the eame county. The owners were James A.
Dowdall, Manlius Branham, and C. C. Branham. The first run was made on
the Lady Suffolk lede. Two mills arrived in Bummit in Oct,, for Frank
Chistnot, from Nebraska City, overland, The best known lodes of Summit
district were the Yankee Blade, Lucas, assaying §2,000,000 per ton, Caverone
from 15 to 40 feet in width, Oro Cache, and Keystone,

There was one belonging to Haglan, Cope, and Nopton, s custom mill, and
one to the Clark and Upson Mining Company, and of which Professor Eaton was
the agent. flelena Republiean, Scpt. 13, 1866. The mines in the Hot Springs
district which were worked at this pericd were the Cotopaxi, Gold Hill, Esop,
Oro Fino, Sebastopol, Buena Vista, Poco Tiem Alpha, Cleopatra, Mark
Antony, May Reid, Megatheriom, Brooklyn, and Fony. The latter was the
leading mine. Virginia Montana Post, Feb. 24, 1868, Several vther mills and
mines appear in 1867, owped by H. A. Ward, McAndrews, Warre & Uo,,
Isancs, and L. W, Borton. At Pipestone, a fow miles north of Hot Springs,
a mill was erected in 1568, At Fish Creek, s short distance south of Pipe-
stone, the Hed Mountain distriet was opened too late in the season for the
introduction of mills,

North-east of and within about fifteen miles of Helena, on the east side nf
the Missouri, waa the Tront Creek district, in which both mills and arastras
were busily at work 'ndinﬁ_am] pounding out gold from rock of great rich-
ness, at & place called New York, on a creek flowing into the Missouri, with
a Brooklyn on the opposite side, the two towns having a population of about
400, John A. Gaston, one of the firet comers, and an Englishman, was asso-
ciated with Simpson in a 30-stamp quartz-mill. Each stamp weighed G00
pounds, and dropped 35 times & minute, pounding 22 tous in 24 hours. It
started up Ang. 28, 1866. A water-power mill, with an 11-foot overshot wheel,
was located weat of the steam-mill, and carried six 500-pound stamps, crush-
ing & ton & day each. This waa the pioneer mill of Trout Creek district, and
be%;;ﬁed to Wessel & Wilkes, and started Aug. 2ith, 1t had an arastra at-
tached. Another water-inill was erected by Cullen, and a 20-stamp steam-
mill by Hendrie & Cass, during the summer. An arastra belonging to
Rumlay & Watroos consisted of a cireular basin 12 feet in diameter, with
5 mullers, weighing in the aggregate 3,000 pounds. It reduced 1,000 ponnds
of ore in 6 hours, with one hand, and was run by water-power from an over-
shot wheel, 8 feet in diamoeter.

The Star of the West waa the first ledge developed in this district. Seven
tons yielded $357.00 in Wessell & Wilkes' arastra, at a total expense of
$97.00. The Noopareil, Grizzly, Alta, Excelsior No. 2, Little Giant, Zobra,
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off than other new countries which were without gold
mines. This, indeed, was her condition for a number

Chief of Montana, Hidbard, Trout, Keystone, Humboldt, Sampson, and 0ld
Dad were more or leas worked in 1566,

The mines, both placer and quartz, were discovered in J , by four
bunters retorning from an exploring e ition to Sun Hiver. ess men
were Moore, Price, Ritter, and Bpivy. The valley of Trout Creek was 2} by
14 miles in extent. The stream furnished the famoos New York and other

Iches, and numerous bara. A rumor of rich discoveries at the month of

un River, in the winter of 1885-8, drew & rush of prospectors in that direc-
tion in the months of Jan and February. Many were frozen to death, or
had their hands and feet frozen. Five ies were found in thogfri.ng.
Most of the explorers returned disappointed. fdake World, Feb. 24 and
March 17, 1868, A large number of immigrants by the northern route (Fisk's
train) stopped there in the summer, but abandoned thmm in October.
Virginia and Helena Post, Oct. 11, 1866. They also exp the Bear Paw
Mountains, Helena Republican, Aug. 21, 1866.

In June 1866 both quartz and placer mines were discovered on Crow
Creck, on the west side of the Missouri, nearly due west of the south end of
the Belt Range of mountains, which has fuornished so t & number of good
mines on the cast side. At this place the town of burg was laid off in
Oetober, one mile from the road ing from Helena to Gallatin. The first
lode found was the Blipf, by J. A. Gau‘)ar and George Beard. The Johnny
Keating, by Keating and Blacher, Ironclad, Leviathan, Twilight, Nighthawk,
Ubio, Ultramarine, Robert E. Lee, and 20 others were lou.bo&gdnri.n.g the sum-
mer. Virginia Montana Post, May 2, 1868, The district, a rich one, and Raders-
burg had, in 1868, 600 inhabitants. In the Silver Bow and Blackicot regions
quartz was being daily discovered. In December 1865 there had been dis-
coverad the Lioness, Hocker, Shamrock, Original, Alhambra, Wild FPat,
Mountaineer, Polar Star, Lepley, Dewey, Arctic, Fairmount, and a host of
others. Quartz was discovered near McClellan gulch by Henry Proaser and
Charles Melvin, 1,000 feet of which sold for $10,000. is was the Glencos
mine, [lelena Republican, Aug. 18, 1868. Buot there appear to have been no
mills introduced west of the Hocky Mountains until later,

The first arrival of hydraulic machinery in Montana was in November
1865, when the Nelson Hydraulie Mining Company imported four engines of
ten-horse power, throwing water eighty feet hiih' with iron piping and india-
rubber bose extensions. ther powerful hydraulic machine was imported
by N. G. McComb in September 1566, and put up on Zoller's bar, near Ban-
nack, The construction of bed-rock flumes and extensive ditches waa only
jost begun. There were 500 or more gulches in Montans which produced
well, and about twenty that were remarkably rich. Bome were socon ex-
hausted, but & good number paid well for the introduction of improved meana
of mining. As early aa 1867 there were over thirty-two miles of ditching at
Fronch bar, near Cafion ferry, east of Helens, and ninety-six flumes, the cost
of which was §75,000, and was at that period the largest improvement of the
kind in Montans. The Bowlder ditch, owned by McGregor, Metcalf, &
Speigle of Californis, which supplied the mines around Diamond City, was
five miles long, and cost $60, The excessive cost of the work was ccca-
sioned by having touse 1,718 feet of pipe in crossing Confederate gulch. 8. F,
Alta, March 23, 1868. The El Dorado bar ditch, north of French bar, was
4} miles long, and cost §50,000; and many smaller ditches had been con-
structed east of the Missouri, whose aggregate cost waa about a quarter of
a million. The Ten-Mile diteh at Helena was completed in June 1867. It waa
built by Henry B, Truett, who came to Montana in 1866. Truett, born in
Maryland in 1814, removed to Illinois, and worked a lead mine; thence to
Cal. in 1849, where he made and spent a fortune. He operated in mining in
Nevada, and from there went to Montans. A good citizen and courteons
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of years, from about 1869 to 1873. But this period
was not lost upon its permanent population. Those

otleman. Died April 23, 1860, aged 58 years, leaving a family. Firginia
i?ahmmt Post, April .glth Deer Lodge county had, in 1869, nearl miles of
ditches, coating §498,000, and carrying an te of 20, inches of
water. Deer Lodge New Northwest, Aug. 27, A nins-mils ditch, ear-
rying 2,50 inches of water, was completed to Hmngi.:.ﬁu]uh, in Madison
county, in 1876, and similar expenditures will yet be & in some of the
richer placer districts, A flume was mrnglahd to Confederate gulch in 1879,
There bad been one built in 1878, which a flood destroyed. ﬂlm rebuilt
by the owner, James King. It was but one mile in length, but it was esti-
mated that it woold require 25 years of constant work to exhaust the ground
controlled by it. Helena H Nov. 18, 1870.

In mining eountries the nsual succesaion is, firat pllur‘iuld. then quarts
gold, and lastly silver mining. In Montans the di gold and silver
goartz wns contem 8. The first experiments with silver quartz were
made in the Blue Wing and Rattlesnake districts, a few miles east and north.
east of Bannack. The first lodes of the Blue Wing district were the Huron,
Wide West, Blue Wing, Arizona, and Hilver Rose; of the Rattlesnake dis-
trict, Legal Tender, White Cloud, New World, Watson, and Dictator. Fir-
ginia Montana Poat, March 31, 1888. The ores carried enough galena to make
them reduocible by the mmelting Fmeeu, furnaces being set up in 1866 by sev-
eral companies. The firat smelter was erected at L:Inrjrwsla by the New
York and Montans Mining, Proa ing, and Discovery Company. Their
scientist was A. K. Eaton, and their general manager E. Loring Pratt of
Cleveland, Ohio. In 1865 the St Imil%emelﬁn Co. erected furnaces at Ar-
geota. The Rocky Mountain Gold and Silver Minin Ccm%n put up & cu-

Imtf furnace at Marysville, just east of Bannack, &tﬂ'lﬂl ; Efamt supers

tendent. The ore smelted was from the Wide Weet in Blue Wing district.
A blasting-furnace was erected by Professor Eaton; a fornace and a 24-stamp
mill by Duran & Co.; o ehpel furnace in Hattlesnake distriet by Professor
Augustos Steitz, on Legal Tender lode. The ore yielded 80 per cent lead.
The mine was owned by Esler and others. The Stapleton and Henry Cla,
ores were alseo worked in this furnace. Firginia and Helena Post, Oct. 11 an
Nov. 8 and 135, 1866. The Huron Silver Mining Com erected furnaces,
Thomas W. Wood superintendent. A small town in this district, hitherto
called Montans, suffered & change of appellation by the command of Augus-
tus Steitz, and was bhencelorth known sa Argenta, which name it seemed
really to deserve from the quantity of argent which it turned out.

This was the inning, and w the miners had begun to look for silver
leads the epidemie to run its course. They also began to talk about the
placers being exhausted, and to dilate upon the importance of developing
quartz, and doubtless the world is richer for their vagaries. When they
came to look the country over, there really was no end of silver. Silver Bow,
which in the first instance referred to a shining crescent of water, now meant
that the crescent was ME&,H a wall of silver leads. In 1860 the judges
at the industrial exhibition held st Helena gave the firat premium to silver
specimens from the 8, C. Day mine, on Mooss Creek, in the south end of Sil-
ver Bow eonuty, then Deer Lodge. Deer Lodge New Northwest, Oct. B, 18060,
Mining in Colorado and Montana, by George Aux, is & manuscript of 14 pp.,
containing references to early mining in the latter. In the most fertile
and beautiful valleys, which should have been sacred to bucolic pursuits,
cropped up legions of silver lodes, notably in the country about the three
forks of the Missouri River, and on both sides of that river for a bundred
miles. Silver lodes were found in Jefferson county, in 1868, near where the
most famous mines of the present are being worked. The Gregory, owned
by Axers and Mimmaw, was located near Jetferson City. Firginia and Helena

ost, Nov. 10, 1864,
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who owned quartz mines and mills, and who had not
found them remunerative by reason of defects in ma-

Bat it now began to be observed that Montans was not ad ing in wealth
&a it should have becn with these grand resoorces, In January 1568 there
were forty quartz-mille in the country already in operation, and half & dozen
not yet set E; vet there had been a steady falling-off in the treasure m
tion since 1805, which was continued duoring a period of ten years. I
from Straborn's Montana the following 2, which by comparison with the
most reliable statementa I find to represent, as nearly as poesible, the gold
and silver production of the territory;

1862....... e $600,000 1872, ccevs saasaaaas  $7,000,000
1883, .....cvvv wuees  B000,000 1873.... ccvvicnnaas 5,200,000
lmﬁﬂ-q-i- FEREE S FEEE lﬁtmm lm"‘-'f!!+l+ltll ERR ) 4.@,@
1865, ..... .. ve eene. 18,000,000 1878, . e enin wusas 4,100,000
1868.... ... veenn 17,000,000 1876 . o0 vvs cvrnvenes 4,500,000
1 1. T e L 16,000, 000 17T e ccecs cavnnn 8,790,000
1868, ... coooennnnns 15, 000, 000 1878, .. .. cive wun.. 4, BG7,000
1868, ..... .....c.c. 11,000,000 1879, . ...t wuna. 5,000,000
1870, ccoes vannvenas 8,000,000 1880 ... covs cceeena 6,500,000
1870, .ot cvncivnnss 8,000,000 _— - =
Total...ouveeesrnnns sansssnnasasansss sossnsnnassnsss Bl04,517,000
Which amount is distributed by counties as followa:
Madison....ooneueee §70,500, Beaverhead.. ....... §19,500,000
Lewias and Clarke. ... 20,000,000 Jeferson. .... couu.. 5,500,000
Deer Lodge, .....u.. 26,367,000 Missoula...... «u... 1,000,000
Meagher............ 13,000,000 Gallatin. . ... i B G50, 000
] i T e i R T e i e S s e B T 00D

W. A, Clark, Centennial Mistorian for Montana, in Avant Courier, Feb. 23,
1877. Btrahorn gives these figures. J. Hoss Browne makes a lower estimate
for the first 8 years; but Brown did not get his statistics at ficst hand. Sea
Mineral Resources :{ Pacific States, 611. The Helena and Deer
newspapers, which should be well informed, place the figures mueh higher.
For instance, the sec of tho treasury makes the uct of 1860 £15,000,-
000, while territorial authorities place it at §30,000,000 for that year.

To account for this reverss of progress ia not difficult. The sama
bappens in all mining conntries in the first twenty years. The majority of
the 30,000 or 40,000 people who flocked to Montana in the earlier years
gathered uwp the most easily obtainable wealth and horried away with it,
often the same season. When o few years of this depletion had gone on, and
it was becoming more difficult to p-icz up & fortune in & creek- o ravioe,
the discovery of new mining districts in Nevada, Colorado, and Wyomi
drew away a gﬁz pl‘ﬁpﬂrﬁﬂmﬂf the mining population, who never return
or were replaced by others. Of those who were left, some settled upon land
claims, investing their gold in farm-stock, mills, agricultural implementa, and
buildings. Two classes were loft, merchants who lived wpon the profita of
trade, and mining men who had & real interest in the country; and they had
o heavy burden to carry in the cost of transportation. To get a quartz-mnill
from the Missouri River to ita destination in Montana required from thirty
to fifty wagons, which were often loaded at soma point in Kansas or Nebraska.
()r if they came by steamboat from St Louis to Fort Benton, it was the same
thing—wagons had to be used to carry them to the point selected, seversl
bundred miles from the landing. Oftenlow water prevented steamers coming
above Fort Union, or Cow Island. Freights during the first decade wers
enormous, costing the country between a million and & half and two millions
annually, even after the population had ehrunk to eightern thousand. Many
plans were resorted to to lessen the cost of transportation, but withoub
materially affecting it.
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chinery or ignorance of methods, took time to right
themselves, or found others willing to take the prop-

The sabject of transportation in Montana is one fall of interest and even

of romance. Taking up the recital at 1864, there was at this time no settled
lan of travel or fixed channel of trnde. There had been placed upon the
issouri & line of steamers intended to facilitate immigration to Idaho, which
was called the Idaho Steam Pucket Company. The water being unusually
low, or rather, not unusually bigh, only 2 of the boats reached Fort Benton—
the Benfon and Cutter. The Yellowsione landed at Cow Island, and the Effie
Deans at the mouth of Milk River, The Benton, which was adapted to upper-
river navigation, brought a part of tho freight left at other places down the
river, by other boats, to Fort Benton; but the passengers had ulready been
sct afoot in the wilderneas to make the best of thelr way to the mines,
Overiand Monthly, ii. 379; and & large portion of the freight had to be
forwarded in 8 boats. At the same time thers was an arrival at Virginia
City of 200 or 300 immigrants daily by the overland wagon-route, as well as
large trains of freight from Omaha. Boisd Cily Siatesman, Jan. 21, 1885;
Portland ian, Sept. 14, 1864. In 1885 thers were 8 arrivals of steam-
Loats, 4 of which reached Benton, the other 4 stopping at the mouth of Maria
River, In this year the merchants of Portland, desirous of controlling the
trade of Montana, issued & circular to the Montana merchants pmpoaing to
make it for their interest to purchoss goods in Portland and ship by way
of the Columbia River and the Mullan road, with improvementa in tE.It ronte
of steamboat navigation on Lake Pend d'Oreille, and 8. (3. Reed of the 0. 8,
N. Company went enst to confer with the Northern Pacific R. R. Company.
In 1866 soma was made in opening this route, which in the autumn
of that year nm aa follows: From Portland to White Bluffe on the Colum-
bia by the 0. 8. N. Company’a boats; from White Bluffs by stage-road to a
})m‘.nt on Clarke fork, where Moody & Co. were building a steamboat 110
eet long by 26 feet beam, ealled the Mary Moody, to carry passengers and
freight across the lake and up Clarke fork to Cabinet landing, wherse was
& short po and transfer to another steamboat which would ecarry to the
month of the Jocko River, after which land travel would again be resorted to.
The time to Jocko would be 7 or 8 days, and thence to the rich Blackfook
mines was & matter of 60 or 80 miles. It was proposed to carry freight to
Jocko in 17 days from Portland at a cost of EB centa per pound. From
Jocko to Helena was about 120 miles, and from Helena w%irgiuil about B0,
By this route trei]gl:t could arrive during balf the year, while by the Missouri
River it eonld only come to Benton do a period of from 4 to 6 weeks, de-
pendent upon the stage of water, The lowest charges by Missouri steamer,
in 1866, wore 15 cents to Benton for a large contract, n.nﬁi;ﬁupmrﬂ to 18
and 21 cents per , or $160 and $420 per ton to the ng only, after
which there was the additional charge of wagoning, at the rate of from 6 to 8
cents, according to whether it reached Benton or nut, or whether it was des-
tined to Helena or more distant poiots. Sacramente Record-nion, May 7,
1866. Ban Francisco merchants offered for the trade of Montana, averring
that freight could be laid down there at from 15 to 20 centa per pound over-
land. 8. F. Alta, May 7and Ang. 11, 1868. Chicago merchants competed as
well, taking the overland route from the Missouri Meanwhile tans
coulid not pause in its course, and took whatever came, In 1866 there was &
large influx of population, and a correspondingly large amount of freight com-
ing in, and a considerable flood of travel pouring out in the autumn. The
season was favorable to navigation, and there were 31 arrivals of steamboats,
7 boats being at Fort Benton at one time in June. One, the Marion, was
wrecked on the return trip.  These boata were built expresaly for the trada
of 8t Lonis. They brought up 2,000 passengers or more, and 6,000 tons of
freight valued at $6,000,000. The freight charges by boat alone amounted to
$2,000,000, Some merchants paid §L00,000 freight bills; 2,500 men, 3,000
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erty off their hands at a discount, and make improve-
ments. Those who owned placer claims were driven

teams, 20,000 oxen and mules were employed conveying the goods to differ-
ent mining centres, Helena Republican, Sept. 15, 1866; Firginia and Helma
Post, Sept. 29 and Oct. 11, 1866; Godd 8 Where to Emigrate, 123.
trains were arriving overland from the east, both of immigrants and freight,
from Minnesota, and conducted by James Fisk, the man who conducted the
Minnesota trains of 1862 and 1883, by order of the government, for the pro-
tection of immigranta, The plan of the organization seems to have been to
make the immigrants travel like a military force, obeying erders like sol-
diers and standing goard regularly. From Fort Ripley, took a 12-pound
howitzer with aminunition. Seouts, flankers, and train-guards were kept on
duty. These precavtions were made necessary by the recent Sioux outbreak
in Minnesota. The officers under Fisk were George Dart, lst assist; 8. H.
Jouhnston, 2d assist and journalist; William D, Dibb, physician; George North-
rup, wagon-master; Antoine Frepier, Sioux interpreter; R. D. phell,
Chippewa inte . The numbered 50, and the wagons were marked
‘U. 8. Colonels Jones and Majors, majora Hease and Hanney, of the Oregon
boundary survey, joined the expedition. The wagon-master, Northrap, and 2
half-breeds deserted on the . taking with them horses, arms, and secontre-
ments belonging to the government. route was along the north side of
the Miesouri to Fort Benton, where the expedition dis , baving had no
trouble of any kind on the road, except the loss of Majors, who was, however,
found, on the sccond day, nearly d from exhaustion, and the death of an
invalid, William H. Holyoke, after reaching Prickly Pear River, In 1564
about 1,000 wagons arrived at Virginia by the central or Platte route. In
15865 the inmigration by this route was large. The roundabout way of reach-
ing the mines from the east had incited J. M. Bozeman to survey a wore
direct road to the North Platte, by which travel could avoid the journey
through the South pass and back through either of the passes used in goin
from Bannnck to Salt Lake. The road was opened and considerably travell
in 1806, but was closed by the Indian war in the following year, and kept
closed by erder of the war department for & number of years. In July 1868
& train of 43 w s and 200 persons Enmed over the man rounte, coms
manded by Orville Royce, and piloted by Zeigler, who had been to the states
to bring out his family. FPeter Shroke also travelled the Bozeman route,
Heveral deaths oconrred hy drowning at the crossing of rivers, among them
Storer, Whitson, and Van Shimel, 51:1: train was composed of Iowa, Illinois,
and Wisconsin people. In the rear of the immigration were freight-wagons,
:ndlg&mhﬂd parties to the number of 300. VFuginia Montana Post, July
2 :

A party of young Eentuckians who left home with Gov. Smith's party
became detached and wandered about for 100 days, 35 of which they wers
forced to depend on the game they could kill. They arrived at Virginia City
destitnte of clothing, on the 13th, 14th, and 15th of December. Their names
were Henry Cummiongs and Benjamin Cochbran of Covington; Austin 8,
Stuart, Frank R. Davis, A. Lewia, N. T. Turner, Lexington; Henry Yerkes,
Danville; P. Bidoney Jones, Louisville; Thomas McGrath, Versailles; J. W,
gir?glégmrmn and William Kelly of Paris. Firginia aud Helena Post, Dec,

The Indians on the Bazeman route eodeavored to cut off the immigration.
Hugh Kikendall's freight train of 40 six-mule teams was almoat captored
by them, *passing through showers of arrows.’ It came from Leavenworth,
arriving in September. Joseph Richards condueted 52 ons loaded with
quartz machinery from Nebruska City to Summit district, for Frank Chist-
nut, and bad but 1 mule stolen. J. H. Gildersleeve, bringing out 3 wagon-
londs of goods for himself, lost & horses by the Indians near Fort Eeno,
J. Dilmorth brought out 8 loaded wagons from Leavenworth; J. H. Marden
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herds, accumulated by trade, and enlarged annually
by natural increase, pointed out an easy and speedy
means of acquiring wealth—easier than agriculture
and surer than mining.” Cattle-raising became a
great and distinctive business, requiring legislation,
and giving some peculiar features to the settlement of
the country.™

from the plains. In the Missoulz Pioneer, June 29, 1872, is an animated
account of the manner of pursuing and taking them by the Indians—the Indian
sentinels, the flying blackbird, the clouds of dust which helped to Letray the
creatures to their capture or their death, for they often :iimi in the atruggle,
strangled by the lasso, and exhausted with running and with dread —and of
the killing of the last of the race, a mare, by the writer. She was killed for
stealing, or enticing away other horses, *She stood 14 hands high, glossy
black, not one white hair, but two, one on the edge of each sphere of her
brain; her mane twisted in hard heavy locks, of which 1 keep two, each 3}
feet long; her neck and limbs clean, hard, wiry; her hoofs concave, thin, hard,
and steep; her sharp, oblique shoulder and wither, straight, delicats face, and
right-angled upper lids—soon told why she was so fast and spirited.’

W John Grant owned, in 1868, 4,000 head of cattle and between 2,000 and
Ell.([ﬂ Indian horses, and was worth §400,000. fi. Er. Doc., 45, 20, 38th cong.

st sesa,

11 T will give here an account of the methods of cattle-growers in Montana
and the adjoining country. The land belonging to the government, which
made no charge for pastarage, and the eattle requiring littlo if any care dur-
ing the winter, the cost of keeping them waa tritling, and consisted mainly in
the wages paid to & few herders. Formerly all cattle were pormitted to mix

iscuously, being distinguished only by their brands. They separated
to bands, and m;ﬁ:t favorite localities, as men do, being governed in their
choice by tha quality of their feed, water, shade, and the prevailing winda.
If the erred & certain gruing~grnund several milea from water, the
travelled that distance daily to drink. As the number of herds inc 5
some necessary regulations were introduced, as to the extent of ranges, in
organized countiea. In 1874 the legislature of Montans enacted a law pro-
viding that the eounty commissioners should divide their respective counties
into not less than three nor more than ten stock-districts, with a place desig-
mated in each for the * round-up,’ which cecurred annually or semi-annoally
—the ‘ round-up’ bm:g thafnthering u:g\ztlur of the eattle for the purpose
of speparating the berds, and brandiog el{unng cattle with their owners'
marks, which were described, and recorded with the county register. See
Annual Rept of auditor and treasurer of Montana 1880, for brands and marks
of owners, to the number of 281, delineated in the printed pages. If any
strange cattle or estrays were found in the herds they were given in charge of
& person appointad by the commissioper, who was allowed a snitable compen-
sation for ukit:lg care of them, Notice of a ronnd-up was to be given 30 days
in advance, and ne two districts should hold these mestings on the same day.
On the 1st Monday in June 15874 the county ecommissioners should hold a
public meeting of the boua fide residents of each stock-district, in their re-
spective counties, for the I[l.'ﬂ:lrpnl:m-tzf of organizing a stock-board in ench district,
which should consist of three stock-inspectors, elected by the actual stock-
owners of the district, to hold office for one year. The board should alect a
superintendent and a clerk, and the duty of the former should be to attend
all round-upa, and have the care and custody of unclaimed stock; while tha
latter should kecp & correct description of all unclaimed or estray stock, in &
book of record, and should send a copy of such descriptions to the clerks of
the other districts. The stock-boards should have a separate brand for each
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W. H. Raymond is said to have been the first to
drive a herd to the Union Pacific railroad for ship-
ment to the east, and this he did in 1874 without loss,

district, which brand should be recorded in the county clerk’s office, and re-
main in the keeping of the superintendent, to be 'ELIJ only by the direction
of & majority of the board. trays shonld be branded with the district
mark, which on their being claimed should be ‘vented,’i. e, obliterated.
Heavy fines were im for branding the property of another with a false
mark; and all animals suffering from contagious diseases should be taken 6
miles away from any herd, and confined in a secure enclosure, failing in which
the owner should muui;hed by a tine of from $30 to $500. The Miwoulian,
Feb, 28, 1874. Herders were aﬁpoln'bod for each district. Missouls county
was divided into B districts, with the following herders, which in this inatance
ara presumed to be the owners: Jasper Deschamps, J. K. Clark, D. C.
(V'Keefe, Sidoey Mitchell, Samuel Miller, James H. Cowan, Joseph Pardee,
Thomas Simpson, and Thomas Fruin. This law may have received soma
maodifications.
Certainly the cattlemen have come tooccupy a large extent of country.
Eight men, in the territory surrounding the Yellowstone National Park, con-
tn:ﬁ an area large enough to herd, and let inerease, 190,000 head of eattle. I
got this statement from manuscript Nofes Recueillies sur les Elevages d” Ani-
matx dans les Etats de 'Oueat de U Amérigue du Nord, by G. Weis, 1884,
4, This is an exhaustive account of the businesa of cattle-raising, from which
I take some further information. Weis says that the number of herders, *cow-
boya® they were called, was almost in inverse ratio to the number of cattle to
be herded. There was usually a foreman where the herd was and two
cowboys will herd 1,200 or 1,400 head of cattle, The wages of a foreman
depended ou his value—from $100 to $200 month, or sometimes more,
and the cowboye got from $30 to §90, with food, lodging, horses to ride, and
smmunition. Duoring winter, when there was little to do, the proprietor
might dismiss & part of the herders, keeping those who, having spent their
meney in debanchery, were willing to work for their keeping. They were
faithful to their employers geperally, and performed their duties willingly.
Mexicans were preferred on account of their horsemanship.
The round-up is the great event of the year. At the close of winter the
roprietors meet at the rendazvons and decide where the round.up shall ba
eld and when; what road they will take, and how many men and horses each
will furnish, with provisions for the same. Five horses to the mnan is the
number usaally allotted, on account of the labor mqui.md of them. A chief
or superintendent is chosen, and a number of deputies, to secure the proper
execution of details A hrsa number of g being brooght together,
much merriment is indulged in, the scene of the encampment being usually
well-chosen and picturesque. For seversl days the work of driving in con-
tinues. As the calves are with their mothers at this season, it is admitted
that a calf belongs to the cow which it follows and suckles. The proprietors,
having separated their stock from the general herd, proceed to brand the
oung, renew obliterated marks, castrate the young males not desired
or breeding, and sort out those that are to be sold. If another proprietor
choosea to purchase, his mark is branded on the ita side from the
firat. But it ia to dealers from eastern atock-yards, or ir agents, that sales
are usually made. These purchasers have a of all the brands, to avoid
boying stolen stock. Whether the cattle m?ﬁ on the ground, or taken to

market—usually Chicago—they are driven to the railroad at some point where
conveniencea for shipping stock have been provided, as at Bozeman or Bil-
lings., Here the eastorn agents are again met with, who keep an eye npon the
shipment and telegraph information to the markets, or receive it from them.
The Northern Pacific railroad in 1885 charged $100 a car-load of from 16 to 20
animals, and disembarked the cattle at certain places where the pasturage
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The only danger to the welfare of the coumtry,
from the prominence taken by this business, is that

mfmd, allowing them to feed several hours each day, assuming the risk of
accidents to the cattle, charging §40 or $50 per day for the whole train. Free
passage was granted to the proprietors, who took the usnal passenger trains,
and to a certain number of cowboys, who had o apecial car attached to the cat-
tle train, which took from 6 to 7 s to reach Chi . The cattle sold are
E:fnern.ll_',r beeves, 3 or 4 fell'l old, and weigh 8900 to 1,100 pounds when em-

rked, but lose 120 or 160 on the journey. They bring from 34 to 5 centa
per ponnd; or sell for an average of §35. If kept another year or two, they
may bring $45. Improvements are being made in the methods of transport-
ing stock, to save it from loss of weight, or total loss, which does not often
happen. The plan of production and sale is to part with one foorth of the
herd annvally.  Bulle raised in the henls are not considered desirable, but
those wsed for breeding purposea are taken from foreign localities, and the
best possible, the English short-horns being preferred, after them Durhams,
then Spanish. A cow will usually cost from $24 to $27, and will produce s
calf anpually for ten years. The increase can be counted on to be half male
and half female. The female half in 2 years doubled itself, and so on in
arithmetical progression, and st little cost to the owner, The following table
illustrates the cattle-raiser's increase in 10 years, beginning with a herd of 800:

Years. Bteera. Yearlings. Cows, Born, Total,
1 TGRSR | | | T || | M. 200........ 200........ 870
H & & LN * m;;-i..-. Ll m rrrrrrrr 4m - * m 11111111 lbm
ad.. weene Bl.iiiee. 0....... P ] ... 1,750
dth......... 100, . .5..., 400........ Folleorainis G600, ....... 1,620
Bth. ... 0. « MMk SR || SRS 1 | 1) | I an........ 2,680
Gth, ... ... 200. ..o vuus BOO........ 1,470, ....... LO0o. ....... 3,470
i el v 300........ 1,000........ 2070........ 1,600........ 4,7

§th......... B0........ 1,60........ 2.870........ 2,500........ 7470
Bh......... TO0 2000........ 4,100........ 4,000........ 11,300
th......... 1,00 ....... 000, . ... .. 6,000, ....... 000, ....... 21,000

The table above allows for accidents, and loss by cold, drought, ete,, and
supposes the steers only to have been sold. The yearlings comprise all the
animals born of cither sex one year after birth,

The expense of caring for eattle or horsea in herds of 1,000 or more is
about 75 cents per head.  Addding taxes and all the costs of producing o steer
worth &30, and we have a total of §3.50. Previous to 1879-80 the average
losa from storms was about two per cent per anoum. In that year the loss
waa 7 or 8 per cent, and the following winter it waa also unulunﬁ?]nrge: but
many were cattle driven in from Oregon late, and in poor comdition. The
banks loaned money to be invested in stock, and thers was no more sure invest-
ment in Montana. A firm which borrowed 212,500 at two per cent per month
for six years showed a profit of 231,073 over total investment and expenses.
Straborn's Montana, 103, The West, compiled from the Census of 1880 by
Hobert I'. Porter, and presenting a significant array of facts concerning the
Pacific states, says that there were in Montana, in 1877, 200,000 head of cattle,
40,000 horses, and 120,000 sheep, and that the census of 1880 shows 450,500
cattle, 512,600 sheep, and 20,000 awine. It should be borne in mind, also,
that the figures in & censue report are always below the facts. In E. J. Far-
mer's Resources of the Rocky Mountaina, pablished in 1883, containing brief
deseriptions of Colorado, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Wyoming, Dakota, and
Montana, it is stated that there were ot that date 400,000 cattle and nearly
500,000 sheep in Montana; the cattle being worlth at 23 per head $10,000,-
000, and the sheep $1,750,000, the wool clip being not lesa than 3,000,000

undls.
e A large stock-owner in Montana was Baron de Bonnemain, born in 1851,
at anui] Seine-et-Mario, France. He served in the French army under
15T, WARIL —47
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the cattle-owners will continue more and more to
oppose themselves to settlement. This they cannot
do as successfully in Montana as they have done in
Texas, where they have taken possession of the
springs and watercourses by the simple preémption
of a quarter-section of land where the spring occurs.
As settlers must bave access to water and timber, to
control the supply is to drive them away from the re-

ion. But in Montana there is a greater abundance
of water, and timber also, and consequently not the
same means of excluding farmers. Doubtless efforts
will be made to obtain the actual ownership of large
bodies of land, which the government wisely endeav-
ors to prevent.

The falling-off in the yield of the mines forced
development in other directions, so that by the time
Montana had railroad connection with eastern mar-
kets it was prepared to furnish exports as well as to
pay for importing. In 1879, three years before the
railroad reached Helena, the farmers of Montana
produced not less than $3,000,000 worth of agricul-
tural products,” and were supplied with the best
labor-saving machinery. They lived well, and were
often men of education, with well-stored book-shelves,

Muarshal McMahon in the Franco-Prussian war, after which he immi to

New York, and visiting Montana on a hunting expedition, percei the nd.

vautages of stock-growing on the natoral ranges, and engaged in the business,

He had 3,200 head in 1853, and a range of 32 miles. The baron has furnished

my library with a manuscript on the subject, Stock-Raising in Montana, which
s with that of Weis and other accoupta.

The firat blooded horses intreduced into Montana in 1873 were owned by
Mr Campbell of Gallatin City. The first large sales of cattle to eastern
shippers was in 1874; by 1876 & regular trade was established, bringing in
£120,000. Charles Auceny was one of the most enterprising cattle-raisers in
Gallatin county, in the begiuning of the buginess. The Montana Wool-
Grower's Association was organized in September 1877, In 1878 Jobn Healy
of Ban Francisco, agent for o California company, established a depot at
Helena for grading wool, The wool clip of that year was 1,000,000 pounda,
An cffort has been made to domesticate the Rocky Mountain sheep, but with-
out suecess, Melena Gazette, Oct, 3, 1873; Helena Independent, Sept. 30, 1875;
Winger's Guide to N, P. Railroad, 172-3; Deer Lodge Independent, Oct. 18,
15451,

1 %Wheat 400,000 boshels, cata 600,000, barley 50,000, corn 12,000, vege-
tables 500,000, hay 63,000 tons, Strahorn’s Moutana, 90, In 1650 Montans
produced 470,000 bushels of wheat, 900,000 of ocatas, 40,000 of barley. Far-
mery' [iesources of the Hocky Mountaing, 110
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mildness of climate must be ascribed. Latitude west
of the Rocky Mountains does not affect climate as it
does to the east of that line; nor does it account for
temperature to any marked extent on the eastern
slope of the great divide, for we may journey four
hundred miles north into the British possessions, find-
ing flourishing farms the whole distance; and it is a
curious fact that the Missouri River is open above the
falls, in Montana, four weeks before the ice breaks up

on the Iowa frontier. In all countries seasons vary,
with now and then severe winters or hot summers.

A great snowfall in the Montana mountains every

The soldiers at Fort Ellis in the Gallatin Valley raised all the vegetables
to feed the five n:nmpa.'nial stationed there, t.hareh}* saving the government
between $7,000 and #8,000. General Brisbin, who was for a long time in
command of that poat, was one of the most onthusiastic writera on the
resources of the country, contributing articles to the American Agriculturist,
and other journals, which were copied in the Montina newspapers. Hea
Helewa Heradd, Jan. 2, 1579, Rye raised by B. F. Hooper of Bowlder Valle
prodoced grains § larger than the ordinary size, plump, gold-tinted, an
transparent as wheat—635 poonds to the bushel.  Three quarts of seed yielded
10 busiiels of grain, sown in the spring. This seed is said to have come (rom
some grains taken from the craw of & migratory bird killed in Oregon in 1563,
Firginie Montana Post, Jan. 28, 1865,

Asin every country, the valleys were first settled. What the nplands,
now devoted to grazing, will luce remains to be demonstrated in the
future. Although it is generally thought that comparative altitude is an im-
portant factor in the ing of crops, it is now ;J'I'B“jf well understood that
where bunch-grass grows wﬂmh will grow as well,

The average altitude of Montana is less gy 2,260 feet than the average
altitude of Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, and New Mexico. Official reporta
malie the mean elevation of Montana 3,900 feet; of Wyoming 6,400; of Col-
orado 7,000; and of New Mexico 5,060, Of Mootana's 143,756 square miles,
an ares of 51,600 ia less than 4,000 feet above the seaz 40,700 lesa than 3,000,
The towns are either in mining districts, which are high, or in agricultural
districts, which are lower; therefore the following list of elevations ia indie-
ative of the occupations of the inbabitants;

Argenta..........8,337  Brewer's Springs. . .4,057

Beaverhead . .....4,464
Righorn City.....2,831
Boetler's Rancho..4,873
Mm"l“flfi‘l ‘4im
Butte ...... .....5800
Bannack .... ....5808
Blackfoot Agency 3,160
oot .
Bowlder. ... .. ?,ﬁ,ﬂiﬂ}

Camp Baker.......4,538
mll-iv L -+2‘124‘?
Deer Lodge.......4,540
Fort Benton. ......2,780

Fort Shaw.... ...0,000
Fish Creek Station.d4,134
Fort Ellia......... 4,035
Gallatin City...... 4,538
Helena. .. ......... 4,208

It will be observed by & comparison with the

tude of nearly 5,000 feet, as at

man, Fort Em::

Jefferson ... .4,778
Lovell ....... 5,465
Montana City.4,181
Missouls . . ., .3,000
Nevada City. . 5,M48
Sheridan .....5221
Balisbury.....4,5838
Virginia City..2,824
Whitehall. .. .4,639

eding table that an alti-
and Gallatin City, does

not affect the production of cereals unfavorably. Sun River Valley near Fort
Bhaw, at & considerably greater altitude, produces 100 bushels of cata to the
BLTE,
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winter is expected and hoped for. Itsdepth through-
out the country is graded by the altitude, the valleys
getting 0:11;{ enough to cover the grass a few inches,
and for a tew days, when a sudden thaw, caused by
the warm chinook, carriecs it off. Occasionally a
wind from the interior plains, accompanied by severe
cold and blinding particles of ice rather than snow,
which fill and darken the air, brings discomfort to all,
and death to a few. Such storms extend from the
Rocky Mountains to east of the Missouri River;
from Helena to Omaha.

The mean temperature of Helena is 44°, four de-
%rees higher than that of Deer Lodge or Virginia

ity, these points being of considerable elevation
about the valleys, where the mean temperature is
about 48°. With the exception of cold storms of
short duration, the coldest weather of winter may be
set down at 19° below zero, and the warmest weather
of summer at 94°. June is rainy, the sky almost the
whole of the rest of the year being clear, and irrigation
necessary to crops. The bright and bracing atmos-
phere promotes health, and epidemics are unknown.
Violent storms and atmospheric disturbances are rare. '

The first settlers of Montana had doubts about the
profits of fruit-culture, which have been dispelled by
experiments. Apples, pears, plums, grapes, cherries,
currants, gooseberries, raspberries, blackberries, and
strawberries bear abundantly, and produce choice fruit
at an early age.” In the Missoula Valley cultivated

" An earthguake was felt at Helena in the spring of 1869, which did no
damage; a tornado visited the country in April 1870—both rare sceurrences,
In 1568, which waa a dry year, Deer Lodge Lake, at the base of the Gold
Creek Mountains, was full to the brim, covering 50 or (0 acres. In 1570, with
a rainy spring, it had shrunk to an area of 100 by 150 feet. The lake haa no
wimible ontlet, but has a granite bottom, [Deer Fodyge New Novtheeat, M;}' o,
1870, Thirty miles from Helena is the Bear Tooth Mountain, standing at
the entrance to the Gate of the Mountains cafon. Previous to 1875 it had
two tusks fully 500 feet high, being t masses of rock 300 feet wide at
the Lase and 150 feet on top. In Febroary 1878 one of these tusks fell,
sweeping through a forest, and leveling the trees for a guarter of & mile,
Helene Jndrepemient, Feb. 14, 1878,

1* One of the largest fruit-growers in the conntry was D. W, Curtiss, near
Helens. He came from Ohio about 1870 a poor man. In 1884 he owned his

farm, and marketed from &4,000 to 7,000 worth of berries and vegetables
annually,
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strawberries still ripen in November. At the county
fair in 1880 over a dozen varieties of standard apples
were exhibited, with several of excellent plums and
pears. Most of the orchards had been planted subse-
quently to 1870, and few were more than six years
old. Trees of four years of age will begin to bear.
At the greater altitude of Deer Lodge and Helena
fruit was at this period beginning to be successfully
cultivated; but fruit-growing being generally under-
taken with reluctance in a new country, it is probable,
judging by the success achieved in Colorado, that the
capacity of Montana for fruit-culture is still much
underrated. All garden roots attain a great size, and
all vegctables are of excellent quality. Irrigation,
which is necessary in most localities, is easily accom-
plished, the country in general being traversed by
many streams. For this reason irrigation has not
yet been undertaken on the grand scale with which it
has been applied to the arid lands a few degrees far-
ther south. The desert land act, designed to benefit
actual settlers, has been taken advantage of to enrich
anerful companies, which by bringing water in canals
ong distances were able to advance the price of land
$10 or $15 per acre, The timber culture act was made
use of in the same way to increase the value of waste
land.” Doubtless the lands thus benefited were actu-
¥ Bome of the early farmers of Montana might be mentioned hera.

E. 8. Banta, born in Mo. Sept. 2, 1832; brought up a farmer; immigrated
to Cal. in 18062, with his own team; remained there one year, and came to
Montana, first to the Bitterroot Valley, then to (GGallatin Uity, and finally
to Willow Ureek in Madison co., where he obtained 196 acres of land, and
raised stock. He married, in 1861, Mary Foster,

Willinin MeKimens, a native of Pa, was born Oct. 20, 1835, and raised a
farmer. Removed to Ill at the age of 19, and soon after to Kansas, In
1858 he went the Pike's Peak country, and was one of the 100 lecators of
Eﬂnﬂ];. Returning east, he came to Montana in 1864, and established

el
Iml:'.lli.l Elmer, born in England May 18, 1828, immigrated to the U, 8. in
1850, settling in IIl., where he remained 9 years, when he removed to Mo.,
whence he came to Montana in 1871, Painter by trade; secured 160 acrea
of land at Fish Creek, In 1857 married B T. Lambert

F. T. Black, born Oct. 23, 1856, in Ill., removed at ten years of age to
Mo., and at the of 26 to Montans, where he leased improved at
Pony, on Willow Creek.

Robert Riddle, born in Ohio Aug. 18, 1840, was brought up a farmer.
At the age of 18 he learned harness-making, after which he resided 2 or 3
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Tue progress of Montana in mining, as indicated
in the previous chapter, had received a partial check
fromn about 1870 to 1880. The reason of this was
that surface mining had declived, the placers being
exhausted, and deep mining had not yet been suffi-
ciently developed to give equal returns. There were
other causes operating at the same time, such as the
great cost of transportation of machinery, and the
financial crisis resultant upon the suspension of Jay
Cooke & Co., with the consequent embarrassments of
the Northern Pacific railroad company, to whose ad-
vent in the territory all eyes had been turned in hope.

Neither had agriculture advanced materially; for
no other market than the mines could be reached by
wagons, the only means of transporting farm products
to consumers. Besides, a few years were needed in
which to build more comfortable houses, erect saw
and grist mills, fence farms, lay out roads, start schools
and churches, and set in motion all the wheels within
wheels which move the complicated machinery of so-
ciety. Perhaps from having so long observed the
processes of state building, I have come to render

more willingly than others the meed of praise to these
(7%0)
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men of sturdy frames, intelligent brains, and deft
hands who robbed the secret treasury of nature to
spread over the mountains and plains thriving cities
and happy homes. In how little have they failed!
Great is an army with banners, but greater is a host
with ploughs and picks. One destroys, while the
other creates.

Time enough had elapsed between 1870 and 1880
to establish the comparative capabilities of the several
counties' when the railroad era dawned, which solved

! Beginning with Missoula, the first settled and organized, and the most
western, it contained about 30,000 square miles, distributed in forest-crowned
monntaing and sonny valleys, affording a charming variety of scenery, and a
fortunate arrangement of mineral, agricultural, and grazing lands,  About
36,000 acres ware occupiod, and 5,196 cultivated. Its prineipal valley, the
Bitterroot, contained 500 farmers, and would support four times sa many.,
It had 8,000 horses, 19,000 cattle, and 13,000 sheep. It produced in 1
124,226 bushels of wheat, and 251,312 bushels of cats; made 30,000 pounds of
butter, and raised large quantities of all the choicest garden vegetalles, and
800 pounds of tobaceo, hesides making 40,000,000 feet of lumber. Its -
lation in 1580 was 2,537, and ita taxable ﬁrupert.y was valoed at ibﬂlmﬂ
Its valuation in 1885 was over $1, 000, 0040, issoula, the county seat, situated
oo the Northern Pacific railroad, near the junction of the Missoula and Bitter-
root rivers, had 2,000 inhabitants. Its public buildings were a substantial
court-hourse, a union church for the use of several congregations, a catholie
convent, a large ouring and saw mill, a good public school-honse, 2 newspaper
offices, and a national bank building. The mill belonged to Worden & Co., and
waa erectod in 1866, 40 by 40 feet, 3 stories high, with 2 run of atones, and coat
$£30,000. 1t ground the crop of 1866, 10,000 Lushels; of 1867, 15,000 bushels;
of 1568, 20,000 bushels; of 1569, 20,000 hushels. lta capacity was 400 sacks
in 24 hours, The saw-mill cut 2,000 feet of lumber daily. er Lodpe New
Northwest, Oct. 8, 1569, At Frenchtown, 18 milea distant, was another
flouring-mill and saw-mill for the convenience of ita 200 inhalitants and the
farming community of the lower valley, Strahorn's Montana, 64.

The lesser settlements wers Androm, Arlie, Ashley, Belknap, Bigeat,
Ritterroot Creek, Camas Prairie, Cantonment Stevens, Cedar Junction, Cedar
Mouth, Clarke Fork, Como, Corvallis, Dayton Creek, De Smet, Duncan,
Eddy, Ellisport, Ewartaville, Flathead, Flathead .&Fency, Flathead Lake,
Forest Uity, Fort Missoula, Fort Owen, Gird Creek, Grant Creek, Grass Val-
ley, Heron Siding, Hope, Hurse Plains, Hudson Bay Post, [ndian Agency,
Jocko, Kayuse, i(it-chﬂnl. Kootenai, Koriaka, Lavey, Louisville, Loulou's
Grave, Mayville, Missoula River, Paradize, Pen d'Oreille, Pineland, Quartz,
Quartz Ureek, Havallia, Rock Island, Koss Hole, Selish, Skalkaho, 5t Ig-
nating, Stephens’ Mill, Stevenaville, Superior, Superior City, Seventy-Mile
Siding, Thompson Falls, Thompson River, Tobacco Plains, Trading Post,
Trout Creek, VWhite Pine, and Windfall.

Deer Lodge county, also west of the Rocky Mauntains, and the second set-
tled, was much lesa in size than Missoula, containing 6,500 square miles, but
fully equal in attractions and natural wealth. It had 25,000 acres under im-
provement, and raizsed 130,000 bushels of grain in 15878, made 150, 000 pounds
of butter, produced 50,000 Lushels of potatoes, 1,200,000 pounds of garden
vegutables, 75,000 of wool, and manufactured 1,000,000 fect of hunler.  Its
population was U,000, and taxable wealth 82,341,265, In 1584 its live-stock
aloue was valued at §),000,000. Deer Lodge City, the county seat, ait-
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the transportation problem for Montana. The Utah
Northern branch of the Union Pacific railroad reached

nated on the east side of Deer Lodge River, contained 1,200 inhabitants.
It is the commercial and educational centre of a large area of mining and
farming country. 1t had a fire in 1872 which destroyed a large amouant of
sroperty, and caused the organization of a fire department. Its educational
acilities were a collegiate institnte, erected in I:;?S at a cost of FI2,000,
a graded public school, and a catholic boarding-school, conducted by the
pisters of charity. The New Northwreal newspaper, not excelled by any
in Muntana, was published here. The penitentiary was located here. The
catholic, episenpal, and presbyterian churches were tastefol and creditable
structures, and the general style of architecture was pleasing. Seen at a
proper distance for perspective, Deer Lodge presents an inviting picture,
with a mountain background contributing to ita scenic effect; nor does it
disappoint the beholder on & nearer view. Phillipaburg. Pioneer, Silver
Bow, Blackfoot, New Chicago, McClellan, and Lincoln all became towns
of some consequence. The other settlements in Deer Lodge county are
Baker's Mill, Bear gulch, Bear's Mouth, Beartown, Black Tail, Boulder
Creek, Boullder House, Brown gulch, Cable, Carilioo guleh, Casmark, Clark
Btation, Coberly's Station, Cottonwood City, Deep guleh, First Chanee,
Flint Creek Valley, Frederickson, Georgetown, Gold Creek, Got-"Em-Sare,
Greenwond, Gwendale, Harrisburg, Helmvills, Henderson, Henderson guleh,
Hope Mine, Humbug, Jefferson gulch, Le\rcugg:d, Lincoluville, Mc(lellan
guleh, Morristown, Pike's Peak, Track, Reynolds, Rocker, Saw Pit,
Scrateh Awl, Silver Lake, Snatch 'Em, Stone Station, Stonewall guleh,
Stuart, Sunset, Sweetland, Trarona, Tower, Vestal, Warm Springa, Wash.
ington guleh, Williams, Willow Creck, Willow Glen, Yamhill, and Yreka.

Silver Bow connty, cut off from Deer Lodge in 1881, had a »=all area, bat
a po pulation of 14,000, and is richer, in proportion to ita size, ha any county
in M ontana, its assessed valuation in 1 ing §7,240,000, 1t cas Hrat set-
tled in June 1864 by placer miners. Ten years of digging aud woshing ex-
hausted the deposits, or so nearly that only 300 inhabitants remained.
mining was begun in 1875, The county contained in 1885 19 mills, concen-
trato s, and furnaces, which give employment to 3,000 miners.

- Butte, the county seat, was the eaconfbuwn in Montana. Tthad an altitnde
of 5,800 feet, and is the center of one of the richest silver and copper districta
in the world. Pal:lu!,ll‘.iuu in 1885 10,000, with 3 banks, the eldest being that
of Clarke & Laralie, the others Hoge, Brownlee & Co., and the First National,
their deposits aggregating $3,000,000. It bad school property valued at
40,000}, supporting a corpa of 21 teachers; besides 7 churches, 4 hospitals, 2
fire companies, 2 newspapers, & court-house which cost $150,000, an opera-
howss costing $50,000, water, snd electric-light companies, and the urual
number of secret societies he receipts on freighta, incoming and cutgoing,
werg over 26,000,000 per annum, consisting chielly of cutgoing ore. Buxton,
Divide, Feely, French guleh, Graee, Gunderson, Lavell, Melrose, Mount
Horeb, Norwoed, Red Mountain, Walkerville, and Silver Bow are the other
settlements in the county.

Choteaw county, containing 27,330 square miles, the first inhabited on the
east gide of the Hocky Mountains, having their sumimits for its boundary on
the west, and the vast, unorganized area of Dawson county on the east, the
Biritish possessionson the north, and Lewis and Clarke and Meagher connties
on the south, was a grazing country, with a few agricultural valleys of consid-
eralile extent, the stock-raisers weually cultivating farms also. In 1854 it
live-stock was valued at 2,000,000, and 50,000 pounds of wool sent to market,
The population of the county was 3,058,

ort Benton, the county seat, was the head of navigation on the Missonri,
and consequently a place of importance. To this point, for twenty years,
cama freight worth millions of dollars annually, and from it departed the
treasurs of the mines. It was also the depot of the fur trade after the origi-
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Helena, then the principal commercial city of the terri-
tory, in 1881, and the Northern Pacific reached it from

nal fort or fortifications were abandoned. Before the opening of the North-
ern Pacitic railroad fifteen steamboats, costing Mm".%o, were employed
carrying freight to and from Benton. These Loats were owned by several
companies. The Coulson line lost a fine steamer, the Montana, in a storm,
July 2, 1879, The Dakota was also damaged. felena Wd, July 10,
1879. L ;. Baker owned the Red Gin-u:dn:-?l Colonel Me . 8¢ Lowin T'imes-
Journal, March 11, 1878. The Power brothers owned the Helena, which
was anagged. The Imperial was wrecked in 1867. The Peninah, also, waa
caught at this spot in 1879, Jobn H. Charles was superintendent ef the line
to which the flelena buln[;?ui Helema Herald, Oct. 10, 1879, A company
was formed in Jan, 1879, called the Missouri River Navigation Company, the
obiject of which was to complete the navigation of the river to & point near
Helena, Ly building boats to run above and below the falls, and a 5;:»:1;;-
around thia obatruction. The directors were A. Kleinechmidt, A. M. Holter,
A Bands, J. M. Ryan, Henry Klein, John T. Murphy, T. C. Power, C. Keuck,
H. M. Parchen; J. F. Murphy, president, A. Kleinechmidt, vice-president, E.
W. Knight, treasarer, IE« N. P. K. R., it was understood, would aid the
enterprise. Congresa was asked for I-pg::rpl'ill‘.iﬂl]& and did appropriate
$25,000 for the improvement of the river below the falls, $20,000 to improve
it above the falls, §15,000 to survey the Yellowstone, and 25,000 for ita im-
provement. Helena Tndependent, March 13, 1879

In 15878 thn_L}-mnght 9,500 tons of freight, and carried away, among other
things, 60,000 Luffalo robes and several hundrad thousand dollars’ worth of
furs. The fur amﬂ of Muntana, in fifteen yearsending in 1878, was valued
at $6, 000,000, lation of Bemton was 1,618 in 1880, The Bentom
Record was published at this place, having a continved and grmlfeml

wth. The settlements made in Choteau county were Arrow Creek, Bel-

nap, Belt Creck, Birch Creak, Blackfoot Agency, Camp Cook, Carroll, Cow

Island, Fort Assinaboine, Fort Belknap, Fort Browning, Fort Claggett, Fort

Hawley, Fort La Barge, Fort Maginnis, Highwood, Judith, Judith Basin,

gqf ency, Old Agency, Piegan, Ruter, Sullivan, Twenty-eight Mile
ng.

PnBagn.varbud connty, where the first town of eastern Montana waa laid off
in 1862, contains 4 230 aquare milea, More than any other part of Montana,
it reminds the traveller by its nomeneclature of the journey of Lewis and
Clarke in 1805, containing Horsa Prairie, Willard Creek, Beaverhead Rock,
and the pass l{lf' which these explorers crossed the Rocky Mountains, Itisa
mountainons district interspersed with a few fertile valleys, and furnishin
excellent stock-ranges on the bench-lands between the valleys and the higg
ridges. Its population wis less than 3,000 in 1880, Tn 1884, its taxable pro
erty was valued at §4,500,000, The pumber of farms in the county was sinall.

nnack, which was for a short time the capital and the metropolia of
Montana, and the connty seat of Beaverhead, was later but a amall town
containing 250 inhabitants, Glendale, the seat of a large mining interest,
had in 1585 a population of 678, and Argenta also was a thriving mining
town. The conuty seat was removed to Lhllon, which as a business centrs
ranked next after Helena and Butte. The other settlements made in Heaver-
head eounty wera Allerdice, Apex, Barratta, Beaverhead Rock, Burnt Pine,
Darling, Dell, Dawa}*‘; Flat, E&gurt.un, Fairview, Glen, Glendale, Grayling,
Hecla, Horse Prairie, Hot Spring, Lyon City, Mervenstoe, Montana, Pine
Butte, Poindexter, Red Rock, Hock Creek, Ryan, Soap guleh, Spring Hill,
Terminus Creek, Trapper, Vipond, Watson, and Willis.

Madison county, rendered forever famous as the district of country con-
taining the Alder gulch of world-wide renown, 4,900 square miles in extent,
had also a population of not more than 4,000 at the last census. It is & county
rich in respurccs, chiefly mineral, although agricultoral to a considerable de-

Ita chief export was gold, while silver, copper, lead, iron, marbls, coal,
HisT. WasH.—i8
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east and west in 1883. The completion of this road
was celebrated with imposing ceremonies on Septem-

and other valuable minerals abound. The county owned in 1884 cattle,
horses, and sheep valoed st $1,560,000, and had 10 saw-mills catting 1,000,000
feet of lumber yearly, E'grht.-milh making 6,000 sacks of flour annually, be-
sides raising 100,000 bushels of grain, 50,000 bushels of root crops and peass,
and selling 5,000 beef-cattle,

Virginia City, once the capital of Montana, and the county seat of Madi-
son county, had in 1880 = population of about 1,000, and more business
than that would seem to indicate. Virginia had telegraphic communication
with Salt Lake and the east in 1886, John Creighton was superintendent of
the line. It was extended to Helena in 1867. Im 1878 the leading bank
bought $400,000 worth of gold bars and dust, received deposits which aver-

$100,000 in bank constantly, and sold §1,400,000 in exchange. The pob-
lic buildings at Virginis are handsome and costly. The public school build-
ing cost $12,000, the masonic temple $30,000, court-housa $35,000, and
in proportion. There were three churches, catholic, methodist, and
episcopal, a weekly newspaper, the Madisonian, and a daily line of coaches
connecting it with other business centres. The first masonic ization was
at Virgima City in 1863; corner-stons of the temple laid June 24, 1867,
Nevada, Montana, and Helena lodges followed, and & grand lodge in January
1866; John J. Hill first grand master, and W. F. Banders grand secretary.
Virginia Montana Post, Aug. 11, 1866.

The early towns and settlements of Madison connty were Adobetown,
Bagdad, Cicero, Crawford, Daly, Darmitzies, Fish Creek, Gaffney, Home Fark,
Hot Spring Creek, Iron Rod, Jefferson Bridge, Jefferson Island, Junction,
Laurin, Lewis, Lower Silver Star, McCarthy Springs, Meadow Creek,
Monida, Monmouth, Muoriers, Nevada, Norwegian gulch, Parson's Bridge,
FPollinger, Hed Bluff, Rising Sun, Hochestar, Salisbury, Sheridan, Silver
?gﬁngl. Sterling, Stone's Precinct, Summit, T'win Bridges, Upper Silver Star,

arm Spring Creek, Washington Bar, and Wisconsin Creek.

Jefferson county, ]]rin.g north of Madison, and divided from it h;f the Jeffer-
son fork of the Missouri, contained 5,000 square miles and 2,500 inhabitants.
It was, after mining, chiefly adairying county, thongh thereseveral farming set-
tlements sprang up in the ral.lw th’ic Pear, Boulder, Crow, Pipestone,
and other stremms. In 1878, 50,000 The of Lutter and 20,000 e of cheese
were produced. The farmers raised 50,000 bushels of grain, and there weres
about 10,000 acres of improved lands, The saw-mills in the county cut about
1,600,000 feet of lomber. The stock of the county consisted of 25,000
range cattle, 2,000 milch cows, 10,000 horses, and 15,000 sheep. The pioneer

len-mill of Montana was established in Jefferson county, and was com-
pleted in 1878, Strohorn's Montana, 87. The first woollen-mill begun was
at Virginia City in 1577, Madisonian, Oct. 27, 1877. The property valuation
of the county in 1884 was about $1,000,000. Radersburg, situated in the
valley of Crow Creek, near the line of the Northern Pacific railroad, is the
county reat, and had 200 inhabitanta at the |ast censua. Tl:ll towns and set-
tlerments made in Jefferson county sre Aurora, Basin, Basin gulch, Beaver
Creck, Beaver Creek Camp, Beavertown, Bedford, Roulder City, Boulder
Valley, Cataract, Cheatem, Claggett, Cold Spring, Comet, Comet Mine, Crow
Creek City, Eclipse, Gra%ury, sregory Mine, Greiuryville. Harrison, Holter's
Saw-mill, Iron Age, Jefferson City, Jefferson Island, Keatingville, Little
Boulder, McDaniel Station, Middle Fork Buffalo, Milk Ranch, Mitchell, Mon-
tana, O'Neil's Mine, Whitman's gulch, Overland gulch, Parnell, Pipestone,
Prickly Pear, Remley, Rocker Mine, Bpokane, Springville, 5t Louis, Warm
Springs, Whitehall, Wickes, and Woodville. In this county are the Boulder
hot springs and Clancy warm springs, both popular resorts.

Lewis and Clarke county, occupying & central position, although ecom-
paratively small in extent, having only 2,000 square miles, was the second in
population, its inhabitants numbering about 13,000, and its sssessed valuation
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ber 8th at Independence Creek, on the north bank of
Deer Lodge River, sixty miles west of Helena, the

being in 1884 over $8,000,000. Its mines have already been spoken of. From
135 farms in Prickly Pear Valley was harvested, in 1878, 25, 000 bushels of
wheat, 40,000 bashels of cats, 15,000 bushels of barley, or an average of over
500 bushels of grain to every farm. Besidea the grain crop, 7,000 tons of hay
were harv , over 3X tons of turnips and uh%:!u. 40,000 bushels of po-
tatoes, and 15,000 bushels of peass. The county grazes 30,000 cattle and
25,000 sheep, the wool clip from 18,000 head being 83,000 pounds, The live-
stock in ] was valoed st §1,000,000.

Helena, the county seat, made a port of entry in 1867, and also the capi-
tal of Montana, was in all ts & prograssive modern town, Witha
ulation of 7,000 in 1883, which had increased from 4,000 in 1879, ita four
pnational banks had on depoasit $3,000,000, and sold a e amount of exchange
annually, besidesa purchasing gold-dust and silver ion to the amount of
about §2,000,000, The first, or Montana National Bank, was institutad June
24, 1872. James King president, Charles E. Duer cashier, D. 8. Wade,
W. E Gillette, William Chumasero, James Fergus, and George Steele
directors. There was a board of trade organized in 1877, a U. 8, assay office
erected in 1875, and & fire department organized in 1869. The occasion of
this carly creation of & fire department was the occurrence of a fire in Feb.
1569, which destroyed §75, worth of property. Helena Fire ﬂumpl.ny
No. | organized in April, and elected E. H. Wilson president, A. 0'Con-
nell vice-presidant, J. J. Lyon secretary, Lee Watson tressurer, R. 8. Price
foreman, Henry Klein 1at assistant, and W, F. Stein 2d assistant. Felena
Montana Post, April 16, 1869. On the 258th of the same month, and before
the department had provided itself with fire-extinguishing l.pil)untuu, another
greater fire coourred, destroying over 500,000 worth of the business portion
of the town. Fd., April 30, 1869. In Oct. 1871 a third conflagration destroyed
$150,000 worth of property. Helena Gazette, Oct, 3, 16871, In H-aﬁ!.. 1872
another fire consumed §175,000 worth of property. In March 1873 a tifth fire
was started, it was supposed by incendiaries, which destroyed a large and old
mereantile house. Melena Herald, March 20, 1873. A sixth conflagration
in Jan. 1874, also the work of an incendiary, consumed $850,000 worth of
property. Deer Lodge New Northwes, Jan. 17, 1874. In this fire was con-
sumed the archives and li'l.-ru.ry of the Historical Socety of Montana, which
had been instituted 8 years previous, Ao appeal was immediately made by
the officers to the people to repair as far as poasible the loss, which was done.
Helena Herald, Dee. 1875, and Jan. 27, 1876.

A historical society waa founded in 1864, There were masonic orders and a
temple whose corner-stone was laid in 1872, with appropriate ceremonies; odd
fellows' societies, with a temple founded in July 1879, on the 60th anniversary
of Dddldhﬂhiﬁ in America; and a library sssociation founded in 1868, by
subseriptions, the proceeds of lectures, other means. The first officers
were James King president, C. Hedges vice-president, J. L. Dou recorder
and secretary, Charles W. Fowler corresponding secretary, 3. H. Bohen
treasurer, J. W. Whitlatch, Wilbur F. Sanders, J. H. qu.:onk E. Tuatt, and
William Rumsey board of trustees. The contribution of 8 in the first
few woeks of its existence waa 744, besides & large number of manuscripts and
unbound books, Helena Montana Post, Dec. 11 and 25, 1868. There was a
hospital and asylum sustained by the catholic church, a society of the knighta
of Pythias, a Hebrew benevolent association, excellent graded public schools,
a catholic academy for young ladies, opened in Sept, 1872, a classical school, &
Hocky Mountain elub; one eatholic and five protestant churches, German
turn-vereing, and musical societies, extensive water-works supplied by pure
mountain springs, electric lights and fire-alarma; iron-foundries, wagon-fac-
tories, saw, %ri:t, and planing mills, telephonic communication with mining
camps 5 nules distant, two excellent daily newspapers, and a general atyle
of cunfortable and even elogant living vividly in contrast with the cabins of
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original Jeffersonian idea of a highway to the mouth

Taking 1883 as & point in time when the railroad era was fairly begun in
Montana, twenty years after the discovery of Alder gulch, we have the coun-
try prodocing, aside from itsa minerals, 745,500 bushels of wheat, 1,614,000
bushels of oats, besides large crops of barley, potatoes, and garden vegeta-
bles; and owning 74,560 horses, 5,254 mulea, 21,000 milch cows, 378,813
stock cattle, 624,440 sheep from which 2,637,000 pounds of wool ware
shipped. Of these, 50,000 cattle and 10,000 sheep wors sent to market.
The value of the stock on the ranges was $16,867,972. The sales aggregated
between two and two and a half million dollars, besides those consumed at
bome. The value of the stock raised brought the income of Montana from live-
stock alone up to §3,000,000. Montana Husbandman; Portland Weat Shore,
March 1884. The increase from this kind of property lLeing T\?id., the
total value in the autumn of 1885 is put down at l{l),{llﬂ. ith her
bLread and meat raised eatirely withio her own borders, with the ques-
tion of cheap and quick transportation settled, and with millions com-
ing in for beef, mutton, wool, butter, lead, silver, and gold, nothing waa
lacking but an honest and careful administration of county and territorial
affairs to place Montana in a position to be admitted tothe union, and to take
rank at once as a 'lrult.l:g:hm. Although still too scon to look for manu-
facturea of importance, there was every facility for their maintenance in the
water, forests, salt, iron, copper, wool, lime, coal, marble, hides, and other
matsrials. Heleoa turned out Concord coaches and excellent farm-wagons.
The annual report of the aunditor of Montana for 1880 gives 18 grist-mills,
manufacturing 147,000 sacks, or 588,000 pounds, of flour; 67 saw-mills, cut-
ting 20,952,000 feet of lumber; 3 foundries, making 284 tons of castings; 11

-factories, manufactoring 23 carriages, 20 of which ware o at

Helena; 42 carpenters’ shops, and 16 saddlers’ shops; with an aggregate of all
amounting to 45,500, Lime-works, tanneries, ’fl:.rr.i'mr«an.l:;'z-::ll;n~I dairies, ate.,
fu

are not enumerated. Population, which was first of all n , was gquoted
in 1880 at 39,157, but soou rapidly returning to the 60,000 of the flush mining
times of 1865-6.

In 1880 the territorial auditor, J. P. Woolman, reported 4,115,457 acres
of land under improvement in Montana, valoed at $9,598,470; and 33,954
town lots improved, valuad at $8,997 460; or $18,805, 930 as the valus of real
eatate, not including mining ground, In the thirteen counties thers were
127,748 horses, valued at §4 333 595; 663,716 cattls, valued at $13,347,815;
068,208 sheep, valued at $1,952,728; 2,121 mules and asses, valued at §116,-
145; and 18,837 hogs, valued at §75,713; or stock worth $10,825,999. The
capital invested in manufactures was §296,700; in merchandise, §3,493 076,
The value of personal property in the territory was $6,615,405.82. Altogether,
the real and personal property of the territory, as assessed in 1886, was §55,-
076,871.53, an increass since 1883 of $10,378,410.25. There were 16 flour.
mills and 9] saw.mills in the territory; 158 blacksmith shops, 5 foundri
21 silversmiths' shops, and 43 reduction furnaces. The flour manufactu
waa 141,500 sacks; the number of feet of lumber sawed was M4,777; castin
made at the foundries, 2,603; value of saddlers’ work in 27 shops, $221,000;
the bullion produced in the furnaces was 21,481,615 pounds, valued at $18,-
ﬂﬁ#ﬂl: 85. The coal produced in the territory from 16 mines was 1,563,350

&

It will ba noticed that the prodoction of flour, lumber, and coal in 1836
was insignificant in pro rtiofi to other sources of wealth. Mth:rugh lam-
ber and coal production has increased, the same disproportion has continued
to the present date, the railroads importing these commodities, and export.
ing such a8 are more alundantly produced in the territory. From the
report of Gov. White made in 1859, and acknowledged to be imperfect, it
appears that there were in 1558 4,882 farms in Montana, and that on 26,155
acrea were raised 770,200 bushels of wheat, or between 28 and 29 boshels to
the acre. On 84,978 acres were raised 3,026,572 bushels of oats, or Latwesn
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of the Columbia, and thence to China. No other

35 and 38 bushels to the acre. Over half the total amount of in raised
was produced in the two valleys of Bitterroot and Gallatin. This was noé
alone because of the ter fertility and better facilities for irrigation, bot
becauso those valleys lie contiguous to inining centres which furnish markets
for farm productions.

Owing to heavy losses inm cattle and other stock sustained in the severs
winter, of 1887, the increase, except in sheep, has been slight, the showing in
1888 being 142,040 horses, an increase of only 14,256 in two ycars; while
in cattls tﬁ!m wis still & loss of 175,249; but in sheep there had been ldg.iin
of 165,473. The wool clip of 1888 reached ten million pounds, and sold for
about §1,600,000. The same year Montana ex and consumed beef,
mutton, live-stock, hides, pelts, lumber, coal, and farm products of the value
of §30,000,000. Add to zﬁ. E40,487,000 in gi'd, silver, lead, and copper
produced in 1888, and we have over $70,000,000, which, divided per capita
among her population of 140,000, would give every inhabitant the sum of
§500, which is a I:'Ligher standard of wealth than that attained by the major-
ity of commonwealths.

This abundance does not come, as we have seen, from the agricultural re-
lnurcul:lﬂ t"hn:«;“m which are ltﬂld:udlwell:;p-ad, bqétl fm?;;:: uﬂ:ﬂu The

ipal mi as at ot developed are in Silver r Lodge,
E‘if.":’:n.; Cladks. Bogvar ot and Motivs counties, although minerals
exist in almost every part except the most eastern. There are in operation
in 1589, 10 gnld-mi]!i, 18 silver-mills, 7 lead-smelters, 8 copper-smelters, and
25 concentrators, the combined capacity of which is 5,000 tons per diem, and
a8 soon a8 the Anaconds new smelter is completed, 7,000 tons. The number
of men directly employed in mining is estimated at 10,000, and number of

rsons indirectly supported by mining and its cognate industries, 75,000.
E‘ehn dividends paid by mining companies in 1889 amounted to §4, 000,000,

The production of lomber from 98 millsfor 1858 was 67,474,575 feet, and
for 1880, 160,000,000 feet, all of which was consumed in the territory, a proof
of rapid building and other improvements. The value of this prodeet at §15
per thousand waa $22,500,000. The area of timbered lands 1n Montana is
1'a.rinu.u.]_"ir estimatad at from 34,000 to 40,000 square miles. The increasing
use of wire fencing, of coal and coke instead of charceal in smdtinpfum:.cu.
and of coal by the railroads, will enable the state to preserve its timber sup-
Ely for a much longer period than it otherwise would. The forests, however,

ave suffered heavy losses by fires during the dry summer weather, when
Indians, hunters, tourists, teamaters, and prospectors, by carelessness in leav-
ing camp-fires, cause the destruction of more timber than would supply the
whaole population for & generation.

Wages in Montana were high, even at this period, bricklayers receiving
from §5 to $6 per day; stone-niasona, §3; plasterers, $6; carpenters, $3.50 to
$5; miners, $3.50; and tradesmen s’ﬁﬂﬂl‘lfl.j‘ from .50 to §5. Teamaters
were paid $75 by the month; male cooks, from $50 to §100 per month, and
all domestic servies proporticnately high; preseription clerks, 100 per
month; dry-goods elarEu, $65 to 125; bank clerks, $100 to §125; stenog-
raphers and type-writera, §100; male school-teachers and principals, §75 to
l‘-lgﬂ: female teachers, $30 to $75; priaters, 45c and 50c per M; book-
keepers, §75 to 150,

*The laws of Montana," says Gov, White, “are especizlly in the inter-
eats of wage-workers, They give them preference, and make their wages a
lien for all sums earned sixty days prior to any assignments to the extent of
§200." The same preference is given to claims for wages aguinst the estats
of deceased persons, coming first after funeral expenses, expenses of adminis-
tration, and legul allowance to the widow and minor children; also in casa
of execution, attachments, and writs of a similar nature issued against -
sons or corporations. The constitution adepted in 1889 also has an article in
the interest of labor, ae follows: ' The legisiative assembly may provide for
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route or road was ever the theme of so much argu-
ment, eloquence, and poetry.* ;
The advent in the territory of the Union Pacific
and Northern Pacific gave a wonderful impetus to
every branch of industry, and encouraged the con-
struction of other lines. In 1889 there are three
transcontinental railroads within its boundaries, each
doing a profitable business. Numerous short branches
or feeders have been extended to mining centres or
agricultural valleys, and several local roads are rapidly
being constructed by home companies.® The third of

& burean of agriculture, labor, and industry, to be located at the eapital, under
the control of & commissioner appointed by the governor, subject to the ap-
proval of the senate. .1t shall be unlawful for the warden or other officer
of any state penitentiary or reformatory institution in the state of Montana,
orifor any state officer, to let by contract to any person or persons or corpora-
tion the labor of any convict within said institutions,'

# The general government has done very little for Montana in the matter
of roads and roates. In 1864 congress mn.in a small appropriation, and sent
an expedition from Sionx City by the way of the Niobrara and the Black
Hills to Montaua, under the charge of Capt. SBawyer, who that year eacorted
a considerable train of immigrants to the gold mines. He came into the old
:immi?lmnt road near Bed Buttes, and left it near the head of Big Horn river,
trevelling to Virginia City by the ronte afterwards known as the Bnnmm
road, which the Indians finally caused to be closed. The money appropriated
for improving the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers in more regent years has

moat wholly expendsd beyond the eonfines of Montana. Some monay

was used in improving the lower Yellowstone, and also Danphio’s and
Drowned Man's rapids of the Missouri, 200 or 300 miles below Fort Benton.
A small amount was expended in 1882 by Capt. Edward Maguire, U. 8, En-
gineers, above the Falls of Missouri, but to little effect, owing to meagroneas
of the appropriation. The Missouri Navigation Compaay, formed in 1879
with the design of navigating the river above the Falls, never earried out ita
fhm' although a steamboat was placed upon that portion of the river in
883. The Benton Tnmg:mt.im Company's line plies on the Upper Mis-
sonri between Biamarck, Dakota, and Fort Benton, and for many years has
been the only form of steam transit in the Upper Missouri country. It haa
a remarkable record, never having had a passenger loat or maimed on ita
boats. In 1887, up to the middle of Aagust, 38 up trips had been made, and
16,750,000 pounds of freight carried, valued at §1,500,000. The down frei'g'ht
of B0O0,000 pounds was valued st $500,000. Number of gers carried,
700. The same company does bosiness between Bismarck and Sioux City.
The Yellowstone is sometimes navigated as far west as Billings, but navigs.
tion is impracticable u it except during the months of June and July.
Competition with the ﬁ’,ur, R. R., which runs for several hundred miles
along the river, would be nnprofitable, and no boata are built exclusively for
this river. The tonnage n? the Missouri river in 1888 amounted to 4,000

tons, 1,000 of which was in e ts of wool, hides, and furs.

# The homie companies which completed their roads before 1889 were the
Montana Central and Montana Union. The Montana Central company was
organized by C. A. Broadwater, backed financially by the 5t Paul, Minoeap-
olis, and Manitoba eompany. The Montana Union is a later enterprise. Tha
former connects with the 8¢t P. M. & M. Co.’s road at Great Falls, and
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those was the St Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba
railroad, running from St Paul, Minnesota, to Great
Falls, Montana, with the intention of extending its
line to the lower or nmorthern end of Puget Sound.
So true is it railroads create the business they thrive
upon that each of all those in Montana were earning
good receipts. The imports into Montana by the
Northern Pacific in 1888 were 132,696 tons; the ex-

rts, 100,181 tons. The business of the Union

acific was 55,833 tons imports, and 47,990 tons ex-
ports, the local business of handling ores, coal, lumber,
and merchandise not being inclucﬁzd in the tonnage,
but which far exceeds the through freight in amount.
The value of the exports from Montana in 1888 were
reported by the governor, “at a very conservative es-
timate,” as being $45,750,000. These consisted of
gold, silver, copper, lead, beef-cattle, horses, sheep,
wool, hides, pelts, etc.

One of the latest developed resources of Montana is
coal, which until the advent of railroads could not be
profitably mined. It is now known that along the
eastern Eﬂ.&Eﬂ of the Rocky Mountains coal of excel-
lent quality exists in practically inexhaustible quan-
tity. The mines on Rocky Fork, in Park county, in
1888 produced 500 tons per day; those of Sand
Coulée, in Cascade county, 500 tons; and those of
Timberline, in Park county, 200 tons daily. Chotean,
Beaver Head, and Gallatin counties are also rich in

runs to Helena and Butte, with a branch from Silver City to Marysville, in
Lewis and Clarks connty. The Montana Union rons from Garrison, on the
N. P. k. R., to Butte, with a branch from Silver Bow to Anaconda. The
roads under construction in 1858 wera the Niehart branch of the Montana
Central, 50 miles; the Northern Pacific and Montana, from Gallatin to Butte,
70 miles; Elkhorn branch of N. P. B R., 20 miles; from Missoula to Idaha,
N. P. K. R., 110miles; Et}?p' ton to Red Bluff, 20 miles; Harrison to Poney,
10 milea; Helena to Granite Quarry, 2 miles; total, 283.5 miles. The roads
surveyed, but not commenced, were the Manitoba Extension from Great Falls
to Missoula, 125 miles; Oregon Railway and Navigation Co., from Idaho
boundary to Missoula, 115 miles; N, P. R. R. branches, from Billings to
Fort Benton, 200 miles; Lranch to Castle Mountain, 65 miles; Big Horn and
Southern, 115 miles; Billings and Clarke's Fork, 60 miles; Garrison to Mis-
soula, 50 miles; Missoula to Idaho boundary, 110 miles; total, 570 miles,
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coal. The output during the year ending June 30,
1889, was 118,000 tons, and this amount was expected
to be doubled in 1890.

The most serious drawback to the general prosper-
ity of the last decade was the great loss of cattle in
the extraordinarily severe winter of 1886-7. The
previous season had been one of unusual drought, in
which large areas of forest were burned over, destroy-
ing timber to a large amount, and adding by heat and
smoke to the discomfort of men and animals. This
was followed by terrible winter storms, high winds,
deep snows, and extreme cold, prevailing for a period
long enough to destroy cattle valued at several mil-
lion dollars. The loss resulted, as such losses usually
do, in better provision for the support and eafety of
herds during these occasional inclement seasons. The
increase of stock on the ranges since 1886-7 has not
yet brought the number up to the previous amount,
judging from the assessor'’s returns, although it is
probable that with so many railroads carrying stock
out of the territory fewer remain upon the ranges
than heretofore.

Mining continues to be the leading industry of the
Montana people. Notwithstanding the low price of
silver, copper, and lead, an ever-increasing amount of
capital has sought investment in mines, giving them
a remarkable development from 1886 to 1889. In
1883 a table []Jrepared from official returns gave the
amount of gold and silver produced in the United
States at more than two billions of dollars. It placed
California first, with an accredited product of over
one billion. Montana came third in the list, with a
trifle more than $468,000,000, as a total of the pro-
duction of its mines for twenty years, an average
of $23,400,000 annually. The output of 1387 was
about $30,000,000, and that of 1888-9, 841,000,000,
which makes Montana the leading mining state of the
union. The single camp or mining town of Butte, in
Silver Bow county, where are located silver and cop-




™ GENERAL DEVELOPMENT.

tain ranges. Here are the great cataracts of the
Missouri, having a total fall of 512 feet. The first, or
Black Eagle fﬂl}f, has a sheer descent of 284 feet, and
an available fall of 54 feet, which will be utilized the
present year (1889). The Rainbow fall has a per-
E&ndiﬂl]ﬂr descent of 49 feet; Colter's fall, 14 feet;

orse-shoe fall, 20 feet; and the Great fall, 100 feet,
with rapids between—the whole constituting a water
power unequalled. Coal, iron, and limestone abound
within a few miles of the new town of Great Falls.
The advantages of the place have been recognized,
and a million-dollar smelter has been erected, with a
capacity for reduction of 250 tons of ore daily; al-
though the works are only one fourth their proposed
size, as it is intended to make this the largest smelter
for the reduction of silver-lead ores in the world. The
population of Great Falls is 2,500, and its improve-
ments, exclusive of the Manitoba and Montana
Central railroad properties, are valued at $2,500,000,
There is a branch railroad line to the Sand Couleé
coal mines, where 350 persons are employed, and will
be extended to the silver, copper, and Galena mines
in the Belt range. A stone and iron wagon bridge
1,000 feet long spans the Missouri at Great Falls.
The town is a shipping-point for stock and wool.
About 29,000 sheep, 10,000 cattle, and 1,000,000
Euunds of wool were shipped from there in 1888. It

as been incorporated as a city, has water-works in
progress, has a large saw and planing mill, the largest
flour-mill in Montana, two agricultural-implement

ition of secretary of the Virginia City and Truckee Railroad Co. In
m& he removed to Anaconda, where he became cashier of the 1st National
bank. In Aug. 1580 he was nominated state senator from Deer Lodge co.,
and elected.

C. A. Broadwater, born in Mo. in 15840, bad limited means of education,
aud when 17 years of age began clerking for a commission firm in 8t Louis.
In 1559 he weant to Colo, and in 1864 came to Montana, where for 4 years he
was wagon-master of the R. Freighting Co. In 1868 he purchased an interest
in the business, and was actively engaged in it until 1579, when he sold ont.
He then sccured the P‘Wt-t‘l‘l{rﬂﬂhlp at Fort Mlginnil.. which he retained
until 1553, when he located in Helens and organized the Montans National
bank, of which he is president.
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houses, three churches, and a $20,000 school build-
ing. Such is the vigor of Montana's population,*

" A little personal and territorial history will not be cut of place here.
About 1881, Paris Gibson, & pioneer of Minneapolia, and who understood the
part the water-power of the Mississippi river at the falls of 5t Authony had
played in the builnlintup of that eity, first conceived the idea of founding a
city at the Great Falls of the Missouri. His knowledge of this water power
and the surrounding country was chiefly obtaived from J. K. Caster of Belt,
and late in the above-mentioned year, in company with J. A, Whitmore and
H. P. KEolfe, with James Burnas as driver for the pI.rLF'.il', he set out from Ben-
ton to personally inspect the described locality. There were no roads, the
party experienced Llignllll-f in finding the several falls in order to compare
their power, but decided the Great Falls impracticalle, and a snow-storm
coming on, they returned to Ft Benton. Iu the spring of 15882, Gilsoo made
sevaral visita to the falls, and 1n Augost, with Gov. erton, Charles Gib-
son, and H. P. Rolfe, selected the present site, and lnmfu o preliminary sur-
vey of the town preparatory to placing serip thereon. Soon after, (ibson
formed & mlll:l.ip with .ﬁum J. H'&L the railway maguate. During the
winter, additional land was filed on, aml when all was secure, in 1883 & final
survey of the town was made, Parin Gibson and Jerry Collins, with Kolfe,
marking out the position of the principal business street, which was called
Central Avenue, and was made ;3 feet wide, all the other streets and ave-
nues being 80 feet in width. In the antumns of 1883, John Woods ereeted
the first log-hiouse, on Tenth Ave, South. In the following April, Rolfe built
the firat frame-house, and George E. Huey the second, after which the town
company's secretary, H. O, Chowen, commenced erecting an office, and Walker
& Carter a4 restaurant, partly of boards, and partly of canvas. Liberal ad-
vertising was restored to. In the mean time the coal mines at SBand Couled
were being opened, and guite a village was 1:1:-'1:.13 up there. In the mewn
time, also, James J. Hill was maturing his plaus for bringing the Manitoba
railroad to Great Fallas by 1858, 700 mﬁe‘ acroas the great%ndia.n reservation
north of the Missouri. During the summer, Col Dodge of Helena visited the
Falle and quictly solected the route of the Montana Central. The firm of
Murphy, Maclay, & Co. opened a store at Great Falls, with W. P. Wren in
charge. This was followed by Beachley Bros & Hickory's store. E. B
Largent had a store on the opposite side of the river, and William Wamar
opened a restaurant which served for the hotel of Great Falls for some time.
In 1885 Will Hanks, who bad been publishing the Rising Sun at Sun River,
maoved his t to the new town, and on the [4th of May began the issuance
of the Weelly T'rilune. A echool district was organized this year, a school-
house built, and Gibson, Rolfe, and Lee were the first trusteea of tha district,
Rev. J. M. Largent being teacher. A saw-mill waa erected by McClay &
Myers, and they, with Holter & Co., furnished lumber for the improvements
of the town. Its growth was slow until, in the winter of 18583-8, word came
that enginesrs were surveying & railroad line through Prickly Pear cafion,
revealing the purpose of the Montana Central company. From this time
the growth was more rapid and assured. In 1866 the town had 600 inhabi-
tants. By great exertion, the Manitoba railroad was completed to Great
Falls in October 1857, when a great celebration testified the satisfaction of
the people. In November the road to Helena was opened. Truly the ways
of the 19th century town-builders resemble not the ways of their anceators of
even oné century ago. Some uppmitiun waa offered in the legislature to the
orgaunization of the county of Cascade, but the measure was carried through
in 1887, and the connty officials wers eworn in on the 21st of Dec. The first
board of commissioners consiated of Charles Wegner, J. A. Harris, and E. R
Clingon; sheriff, C. P. Downing; county treasurer, A. E. Dickerman; pro-
bate judge, H. P. Rolfe; clerk and recorder, J. W. Matkin; assessor, R. T.
Gorham; attorney, George W. Taylor; supt of schools, Miss Besasie Ford.
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Benton has 1,000 inhabitants, and is a well-built,
thriving town. A substantial iron bridge 875 feet

The eventa of 1888 were the completion of the wagon-road and railroad
bridges, the establishment of great reduction works, the holding of two termas
of court, which cleared the moral atmeaphere to a considerable extent, the
building of a jail and two churches, the completion of the Sand Couleé rail-
road, the creation of a board of trade, and the erection of & large number of
businesa Luildings, the public-school edifice, and two hotels, one of which is
among the best in Montana. Another newspaper, the Leader, was estab-
li June 16, 18588, In October the city was incorporated, and Paris Gil-
son chosen mayor. A hundred years from now, when Great Falls ia a great
city, these details of its origin will aot be without interest or value, but guite
reverse.

Paris Gibeon came to Montana in 1879 to engage in sheep-raising, and his
eonsequent observations of the country led to his fortunate investment in
land at the falls of the Missouri. 1 have no data concerning his previous lifa.

Hon. H. P. Rolfe was born in Vit in 159, and edueated there, choosing
law for a i:]mfeuion. He came to Montana in 1876, and was for two years
supt of public schools in Helena. Dhuring 1879 he was managing editor of the
Butte Miver. He next removed to Fort Benton, where he tised law,
but in 1854 located permanently in (Great Falls, He was elected probate
judge in 1885, serving one term, but prefers to keep out of politics.

seorge W. Taylor was born on a farm near Lexington, ¥, in 1833, raised
and educated in bis native state, where he also taught school for several years.
He came to Montans in 1883 and stodied law with Hon. J. K. Toole, being
admitted to the bar in 1884, Immediately he located at Great Falls, the
first lawyer there. He was appointed county attorney on the organization
of Cascade co., and in 1888 elected to the same position. He was a candi-
date for reclection on the state ticket of 1889,

E G. Maclay was born in Penn. in 1844, and removed with his parents
to S5t Louis when achild. He came to Montana in 1863, and for twenty years
was engaged in freighting, after which he entered mercantile life. was
the first merchant in Great Falls.

Ira Myera, born in Ohio in 1839, went to Colo in 1859, and came to Mon-
tana in 1863, Mining and cattle-raising was his business until 1884, when he
erected a saw-mill at GGreat Falls, and has been in lumbar bosiness ever sinoe.
He was one of the organizers of the Electric Light Co. of Great Falls, of which
he is president, and is one of the principal owners in the water-worka.

H. W. Child was born in 1855 in San Francisco, and educated there, bei
a clerk in the stationery-house of H. 8. Crocker & Co. from 1870 to 1875, l:n[ﬁ
came to Montans in 1876, engaging in various enterprises until 1882, when
he became general manager of the Gloster and Gregory mines, In 1887 he
removed to Great Falls as manager of the Montans ngs{ting Co.

H. 0. Chowen was born in Minneapolis, Minn., in 1859, and eduncated
there. He came to Great Falle in 1884, in the employ of Paris Gibson. In
1855 he organized the Cataract Mill Co., to whichﬁ.'m gives his special atten-
tion, but is largely interested in city real eatate.

J. H. Fairchild, born in Maine in 1856, removed to Hinmpuli; at
the age of 9 years, and was thers educatad. He studied medicine and
graduated from the Pennaylvania Medical College in 1850, and was surgeon
of the Phila hospital for two years. He then practised & year in Minn., after
which he came to (ireat Falls, where he now practises his profession. He
waa slectad mzlynr in the spring of 1880,

A. 3, Ladd was born in aMl.i:m in 1851, and educated in his native
state. He stodied medicine at the Maine Medical College, Portland, gradu-
ating in 1878, He came to Montana and purchased a cattle rancho in what
is now Caseads co. in 1883, living on his land and imnyg his profession.
When Great Falle was organized he removed to town, but retains his
land and stock.
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long spans the Missouri at this place, at a cost of
$65,000. The town has electric-light and water-works
systems, a fire department, board of trade, a public-
school building costing $33,000, a court-house costing
$60,000, two fine hotels, one costing $50,000, and a
First National bank building costing $20,000, besides
private banks, handsome mercantile houses, several
churches, a hospital, and other evidences of the intel-
ligence and prosperity of its citizens. Benton is in
the wool-growing district of Montana, and the town
is supplied with wool compressors and warehouses for
the convenience of shippers. But although the coun-
ties of Cascade and Ehutea.u have been regarded as
grazing districts, good crops of cereals are raised upon
the bench-lands, as well as in the rich soil of the val-
leys bordering upon streams, and the quality of the up-
land grain is superior, while thirty bushels to the acre
is garnered from land that has not been irrigated. It
is %)ut recently that the value of these northern pla-
teaux for farming purposes has impressed itself upon
the consciousness of a people chiefly interested in
mining and grazing—in gold and grasses—to which
should now be added grain. The opening of the great
reservation extending from the Missouri river to the
boundary of British Columbia has added 18,000,000
acres of government land which is open to settlement,
embracing the Milk river valley, traversed by the St
Paul and Manitoba railroad. With all these fertile
acres, and a transcontinental railway, northern Mon-
tana has a grand future, by no means very distant, in
which Benton will have its share.’

Will Hanks was born in Ohin in 1860. He came to the Son river coun-
try in 1883, and established the first newspaper Letween Fort Benton and
Helena, the Risng Sun. In 1885 he removed to Great Falls, estallishing
the Weelly Tribune, but aold it in 1847, and went into real estate Lusiness.
When, in the spring of 1859, the Cascade bank was organized, he was elected
ita vice-president, which position he now holds. He is alse chairman of the
board of county commissioners, to which he was elected in 1558,

1 Prominent among the citizens of Henton and Montana in Johm M.
Boardman, a native of IIl., where he waa born on Idec. 2, 1833. He received
a commercial training in the great wholesals house of Marshall, Field, & Co., of
Chicago, where he held & respousible position for several years, In 1879 he
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The northeastern and eastern portion of Montana
remains a great stock range, of which Miles City, in
Custer county, is a shipping centre, and the third town
in population in the state. A board of stock com-
missioners, with a member in each county, looks after
the administration of the written and unwritten laws
concerning the sole industry which rivals mining in
Montana,” and to which a very large amount of its

removed to Montana, where ha engaged in the cattle business in the vicinity of
Fort Beoton, In 1585 he merg is stock in the Milner Live-stock Ca.,
whose herds are among the largest in the state. As vice-president and man-
ager of this company he has contributed largely to ita prosperity, and aided
perhaps more than any single individual in building the catue interests
of northern Montana. As an instance of his popularity, it may be men-
tioned that he was elected in 1889 to the first state legislature of Montana,
and was also the first republican elected in Chotean county to any legislative
office.

C. E. Conrad was born in Virginia City in 1850, and there was raised and
educated. At the age of 18 years he came to Montana, arriving at Fort Ben-
ton June 30, 1868, He began life here as a clerk in the employ of J. (. Baker
& Co., of which he is now a member. In 1882, when the First National bank
of Fort Benton was organized, of which W. (. Conrad is prest, he was chosen
vige-prest, which office he still holds. He is also largely interested in cattle
and shesp, owning an interest in the Benton and 3t Lounia Cattle Co. He
was a member of state constitutional convention-of 18589,

Joseph A. Baker is a son of the J. G. Baker above referred to, who
was born in New Haven, Conn., in 1819, He was a pioneer in the weat, having
!Jaan a post-trader in Iowa, Kansas, and Montana, He came to Fort Benton
in 1866, and eatablished the busineas which still bears his name. In 1850 the
father retired to a home in 5t Lonis. Joseph A, was born in Weatport, Mo,
in 183, but came when a lad to Fort Benton, where he masisted ll;: father
in his business until 1578, when he @ in the cattle businesa for himself,
continuing actively in it until 1886, when he was elected cashier of the First
National k of Fort Benton, in which office he remains, He was elected
state senator from Choteau co. to the first state senate of Montana.

John W. Power was born near Dubuque, Ia, in 1844, and remained on his
father's farm until 20 years of age, when he went to Fort Handall, Ia, whers
his brother, T. C. Power, was a post-trader, remaining in his employ until
1867, at which time both came to Fort Benton, and went into business to-
gother under the firm name of T. C. Power & Bro., which firm ia still im
existence. T. 0. Power resides in Helena, bat John W. is permanently
located at Benton, where he has large interesta,

Jere. Sullivan was born in 1843, in Ireland, 30 miles from Cork. In
1850 his parents immigrated to Canadn, where he was educated. At the age
of 18 years he came to the U, 8., residing for & time at various pmints ontil
1565, when he came to Montana, arriving at Fort Beoton in July of that
year, He fullowed mining until 1874, when he located at Fort Shaw, on Son
river, where he opened a hotel, remaining there antil 1879, when he removed
to Benton, where he again kept & hotel. He was elected mayor of Benton in
1856 anid 1857, and was chairman of the mpuhlim county committes in |588
and 1559, He is owner of large interests in Fort Benton,

¥ Prominent in that district, which was formerly in Chotean eo., bat in
that portion which is now Fergus co., at Fort Maginnis, on the east flank of
the Judith mountains, is Granville Stuart, prestilent of the board of stock
commissioners Stuart has been frequently mentionsd in the early part
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100,000 acres; for public buildings at the capital,
besides the fifty sections, 100,000 acres ; and for state,
charitable, educational, penal, and reformatory schools,
200,000 acres. With all this, her various resources,
her people, and her mines, great is Montana.”

* There are few early books upon Montana, becanse in early times it was
not much visited, except by miners, who thought little of anything but
gathering up the seasou’s spoils and hastening back to home and friends in
the east, or who roamed away to newer gold-felds on every fresh excitement.
The Montana newspapers contain an unusual smount of good material in de-
scriptive and statistical matter furnished by their editors and correspondenta.
In 1867 . C. Swallow, at the request of Governor Smnith, made a report
upon the resources of the country, which was mentioned in the Virginia City
Fost, Oct. 19, 1867. M her visited every part of Montana, and wrote his
‘Ridea through Montana® for Harper's Monthly, 186]7. Potts wrote excel-
lent messages on the condition of the country. il:']iu.r;,r men contributed oot
a little to eastern journals concerning the unexpected excellences of soil and
climate in Montana, of whom Brisbin was one of the moat interested. Mul-
lan, from whom I have already quoted as an suthority on Washington and
Idaho, also mentions Montana briefly in Miners' and Travellers’ Guide. J.
Rosa Browne, in his report on the Mineral Resources, gives a curtailed history
of the discovery and working of the mines of Montana; Goddard, in his
Where to Emigrate, 1869, gives reports upon the agricultural and mining re-
sounrces of Montana; in Mall's Grect West, 1864, 47-54, is & mention of Mon-
tana's resources; Fry's Guide Across the Pluins containg no more; the Mon-
tama Statistical Almanae and Year-book of Facts, blished hy Baasett,
Magee, and Company of Helena in 1869, was a valualle collection of early
historical matter; Fisher's Adverfising Guade, 1869, contained sketches of the
principal towns in the country; Camp's American Fear-book, some remarks
on the mineral resources of the same, p. 500; Richardson's Beyond the Mis-
mmmi. some travellers' talea and observations; E. W. Carpenter, in the
Overland Monthly, ii., 385, gives & fair account of Montana as it appearsd
to him at that peried. I have alrendy quoted E. B. Neally, who wrote
an article for the Atiantie Monthly in 1866, describing & year's observations
in the country at that early period, with much alulity, In 1867 A. K.
MeClure of Pa visited Montana, and during that year corresponded with the
NMew York T'ribune and Franklin Repository, entering into the feelings and in-
terests of the Montanians with warmth, and writing up their politics, society,
and resonrces with much frankness. These letters were published in a vol-
ume of 450 pages, in 1869, under the title of TViree Thourand Miles through
the Rocly Mountaine. Dunraven, in his Gread Divide, published in 1876,
containing an account of a summer spent about the head of the Yellowstons,
describiea the Yellowstone region and national park. At the 11th pession of
the Montana legislature an act was passed suthorizing the publication and
circalation of a pamphlet by Robert E. Btrahorn, which gave the first con-
nected, well arran and authentic account of the physical features and
material resources of the country, from which I have quoted often, for want
of a better. Subsequently, Strahorn added a historical prefatory chaibbar. and
enlarged his book, Montana and the National Park, which was republished at

Kansas City in 18581, with illustrationa. [n 1882 Robert P. Porter, special

agent of the 10th censns, published his observations on the industrial, social,

comnmercial, and political development of the weat, in a volnme of over 600

pages, in which he devotes a brief chapter to Montana's altitudes, climate, and

palation. In 1883 E. J. Farmer published a volume of Wﬂpagm upon tha
of the Rocky Mountains, which paturally included

ontana, devot-
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Ing a dosen tos general statament of the resources of thet euunh;. In
1353 Henry J. Winser published an illustrated Gwide fo the Northern -ugt
Railroad. HRemarks upon the climate of Montana, with descriptions of the
military posts, may be found in Hyyiene of the United Seaten Arovcy. published
by the government in 1875; Schott's Precpitation, containing tables of the
rain and snow fall for several years; and Coﬁ’:‘s Jeat of Ewmpire, 1887, published

in 1866. Besides these fragmentary accounts, I have been greatly assisied
by infurmation derived from verbal and written recollections aud statements
bere, as elsewhers, in all my historical writings.
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