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RECOMMENDATIONS,

There are many undertakings for the improvement of the park that copld be suggested.
Indeed, the possibilities are almost limitless, but as these improvements can only be
g.med by worklni them out one by one, the more pressing needs will only be mentioned.

ltimately it is hoped tbat this park will be not alone attractive on account of its
archeological wonders, but also be made of Interest to the naturalist. Nature has in
Mesa Verde provided a rare place for a big game preserve, and it is hoped that some day
will see it the home of herds of the 2(195 game species of America.

At present the more imperative needs are more roads and more extended restoration
work among the hundreds of ruins‘'in the park. A short strlr of road across the divide
between Morefleld and Prater Canyons, some 3 or 4 miles in length, connecting with the
present road at Stations 64 and 327, would eliminate some 6 miles of travel for the
visitor going to the ruins, do away with the longest grade on the road, and add much to
the scenic value of the trip. This road should be made during the coming season.

Other roads are necessary to open up to tourists sections full of interest, containing
l;lnn 1ere l:)]gk rgl;n that are now inaccessible except to those who are willing to make a

ard horseba rip.

A short plece of road should be at once constructed from Station 64, at the head of More-
fleld Canyon, to the to& of Point Lookout. This would be a side trip, and would be taken
by all, either on entering the park or on the return. The level space on the very outmost
golnt of the hill would provide ample space for cars to turn, and the view obtained in all

irections is unobstructed. Many tourists now leave their cars at Station 64 and wall
the short distance to the summit, and no one should leave the park without having seen
the view from this point.

One of the immediate needs of the park is the preservation of Square Tower House, &
fine example of prehistoric architecture. The square tower, from which the ruin takes its
name, will soon fall if not stengthened. Here were found the only kivas with the original
coverings, or roofs, in place. his ruin is only 2 miles from the camp and many tourists
visit it, although the apli)roach is perilous. It should be restored, protected, and an eu‘
and safe approach provided. On the face of the cliff, near the center of the ruin,
carved the scroll, supposed to be the sign of water. It will be of great interest to learn
whether, beneath the fallen rock and the drift of ages, there is a spring of water. Buch
will profmbly prove to be the fact, though now there is no sign of moisture on the surface
to indicate the presence of llvinﬁ water. High up in a niche in the cliff, overlooking the
ruin, is perched a small room with loopholes pointing downward, maklnﬁ it impregnable
to foes from below. Altogether this ruin is one of the most interesting in the park and
should be preserved. It is now fast falling into hopeless decay and the work of restora-
tion should be taken up at an early date.

Mummy Lake should be excavated and restored, and the old ditch leading into it
cleaned out that the water from the summer rains will be saved. At present the reser-
voir is full of water only early in the spring, but with the water protected it should
remain full the greater portion of the season.

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK.
W. W. PaYNB, Superintendent, Belton, Mont.
. . GENERAL STATEMENT.

The Glacier National Park was established by the act of Congress approved May 11,
1910 (86 Stat., 854), and is located in northwestern Montana. It embraces 1,634 square
miles of the Bockg Mountains and adjacent territory, extending north from the main
line of the Great Northern Railway to the Canadian border. he eastern boundary. is
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, and the western boundary is formed by the Flathead
River. The park, which is lrreguiar in shape, has an area of 981,681 acres. Its greatest
length in a northweeurl%-vsoutheasterly direction is about 60 miles, with a maximum width
approaching 40 miles. Within its borders are attractions for the scientist, nature lover,
and tourist unsurpassed by any country in the world, tourists of world-wide experience
pronouncing it the Switzerland of America.

The elevations in the park range from 3,100 feet to over 10,400 feet. The high central

rtions of the area in the northwestern-southeastern axis are formed by the Continental

vide, the guks and cliffs of which are sharper and bolder than found elsewhere in
the United States and are in marked contrast with the open plains of the east and
the valleys of the Flathead River on the west. Many of the mountain peaks are difficult to
climb, one of which—Mount St. Nicholas, * The Matterhorn ''—has never been climbed :
while Mount Cleveland, the hl{hect mountain in the park, is 10,488 feet in elevation.
But the most wonderful of all the mountains is Triple Divide Peak, for from the top of
this mountain, and from no other place in North America, one can stand and throw stones
into the headwaters of streams flowing northward into the Hudson Bay, into those flowing
southward to the Gulf of Mexico, and into those flowing westward into the Pacific Scean.

Within the confines of the park are 60 or more active Elaclers. these ice sheets being the
source of beautiful cascades and mountain streams flowing into numerous clear and
Bl:cid lakes, for which the park 18 famed. The most noted of these lakes are Lake Mc-

nald, Lake 8t. Mary, Lake Ellen Wilson, Iceberg Lake, Red Eagle Lake, Kintla Lake,
Bowman Lake, Waterton Lake, Quartz Lake, Harrison Lake, Logging Lake, and Two
Medicine Lake. Lake McDonald, which is situated at the west entrance, and Lake St.
Mary, about 36 miles north of the Glacler Park entrance on the east side of the park, are
the two largest and most widely known, and are visited by a large number of tourists
each season. They are of easy access and have pleasure launches for the accommodation
of visitors. Each lake in the park has a distinct individuality of its own. special
setting of soft, beautifully wooded hills and mountains, or ru , bold, many-colored
cliffs, and towering, serrated peaks with dazeling snowcaps, or perhaps blue-white glaciers,
;ll of ttwhlcl: present to the eye of the visitor a picture of unsurpas: beauty that is never
orgqtten.

'he park is governed b{ a superintendent whose headquarters are maintained at Belton,
the western entrance of the park. New administrative bulldlnlgs were recently con-
structed on a tract of land purchased by the director, Mr, S8tephen T. Mather, and donated
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to the park for administrative purposes. Here {s also maintained an office staff to assist
in this part of the park administration and the office of the United States Commissioner,
before whom are tried those arrested for violations of park regulations. The police and
patrolling of the park is done by a force of 12 rangers under a chief and assistant chief
-ranger, the chief ranger’'s headquarters being maintained at Glacler Park Station on the
east side of the park and the assistant chief raltlger’s at Belton. A telephone line con-
nects all ranger stations on the west side with the park headquarters.

¢ TRAVEL.

The regular tourist season was fixed from June 15 to September 15, and while it opened
on schedule time and every accommodation was ready for the tourist there was a decided
decrease in the number of visitors. However, tourists who visited the park appreciated
the preparation that had been made for their accommodation by the various concessioners,
the Glacler Park Hotel Co., the Giacier Park Transportation Co., and the Park Saddle
Horse Co., as well as the ke McDonald Transportation Co. and the privately owmed
Glacier Hotel on Lake McDonald. The total reggetratlon of tourists entering the park

g the season and the accommodations furnished by the different transportation and
hotel companies is summarized as follows :

Registration at Belton entrance:

Via Glacler Park Transportation Co_______ - 629
Via Welghtman's livery service _— 315
Via private conveyances (autos, etc.) - _ e 2, 579
Entered on £00t . o e e 123

St. Mary’'s entrance:
Via Glacler Park Transportation Co______________________________._
Via private conveyances (autos, etc.)_-.__

Via horseb&cK m oo e m———— e 1
2,878
Two Medicine entrance:
Via Glacier Park Transportation Co-__________________________ 321
Via private conveyances (autos, etc.) oo ______ 421
Entered on foot - 1
Entered on horseback ——- - 20 883
m‘? Glacler entrance:
1a private conveyances (autos,etc.) ... 384
(All other visitors registered at St. Mary's entrance.)
Belly River entrance:
Entered via private conveyances, etC .o o e oo 146
Waterton Park entrance:
Via boat from Waterton Lakes Park, Canada- oo __________ 1, 502
Total visitors entering park._.  —————— - 9,086
Automoblle permits issued:
Belton entrance _— - 526
St. Mary's entrance - 327
Two Medicine entrance e oo oo ... 100
Many Glacier entrance 190
— 1,053
Complimentary —— - - 1

The various transportation conEpn'es in the park report the number of tourists
handled during the season as follows: .

Glacler Park Transportation Co., total number of fares carried 2, 280
Park Saddle Horse Co., total number of scheduled trips 1,172
Park Saddle Horse Co., total number of nonscheduled trips_._ . ___________ 1,105
Lake lllechomld Transportation Co., total number round-trip and one-way fares 2
carr s
Glacier Park Hotel Co., boat on St. Marys Lake. 2, 885

| .
The various hotels and chalets throughout the park report 35,644 meals and 135,700
lodgings being furnished visitors the past season, as follows:

Hotelor chalet. Meals. | Lodgings.
Glacier Park Hotel. 13,850 4,506
Two Medicine Cam, 1,184 326
gut Bank Camp. X % m
sing:to-the-Sun. 5,150 1,248

Many-Glacier Hotel.......oovviiinenioiiinienennnann , 624 4,040
Granite Park Camp......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeenaeeccaennaenencanaan 1,014
Belton Chalets. . ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniieienennnn él;
Glacker Hotel (LeWIS’).....cceueiriecnarnacenaccccoronnacscaacccanes corsacaaness s 3,912

Total.....ccvacuncee eetteeneeeteneacanterenaannaeeennaaaancnan ceeennans 35,544 15,700

) 1 None. 2 No report.

CONCESSIONS.

The Glacler Park Hotel Co. operated all of their hotels and chalets througout the
park during the 1918 season with the exception of Sperry and St. Mary Chalets, which,
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on account of the nced of repairs and the small number of tourists in the park, were not
opened. A few, however, were able to get meals at Sperry Chalet while en route from
Golng-to-the-Sun Camp to Lake McDonald, from the caretaker, who was stationed there a
portion of the summer. In addition to their hotels and chalets, the Glacler Park Hotel
Co. operates the passenger boats on St. Marys Lake between St. Marys Chalets and Going-
to-the-Sun Camp.

All of the automobile transportation in the park is carried on by the Glacler Park
Transportation Co., which operates about thirty-one 10-passenger auto busses and several
touring cars. The larger carg make dally trips between Glacier Park Station and 8t.
Marys and Many Glacler, as well as Two Medicine and Cut Bank, on the east side of
the park, and between Belton and the foot of Lake McDonald, on the west side.

The Park Saddle Horse Co., which has the concession for furnishing saddle and pack
horse service in the park, made scheduled trips to the various points of interest through-
out the park from the Glacler Park Hotel, Many Glacier Hotel, Going-to-the-Sun Chalets,
and the Glacier Hotel, on Lake McDonald, -as well as nonscheduled trips for those desir-
ing to make independent campln% trips.

The concession for passcnger transportation on Lake McDonald was given to Messrs,
Miller & Kelly. During the past season the 75-foot gasoline boat Lewtana and the 86-
foot launch Emaline were kept in operation on regular scheduled trips, the travel not
justifying the operation of their other two launches.

A permit authorizing the collection of fishing garties for trips on McDonald Creek and
the Middle Fork and North Fork of the Flathead River was issued to George E. Snyder,
who owns and operates a 75-foot air-propelled launch and a 20-foot air-propelled launch,
both especially adaptable for use in shallow water. However, to avoid concessions con-
flicting, this permit only permits the collection and return of parties from points on
Lake McDonald for fishing trips on the aforementioned streams. .

A permit was also granted Mr. H. H. Hansen to operate a tourist supply store and
camp and to provide sleeping accommodations to tourists at the south end of Lake
Waterton ; also to operate a passenger boat service on that lake. A small log building
was used for the store and several tents were erected for the accommodation of tourists
desiring sleeping quarters. In view of the fact that over 1,500 tourists registered at
this point during the season it 18 hoped that better accommodations can be provided to
take care of those visiting this part of the park in the future.

A permit for ogerstlg“,z a nonscheduled livery business on the west side of the park
was granted Mr. John Weightman, who owns a livery barn ot Belton. This concession,
however, was not for scheduled trips, as the auto busses make the regular scheduled trips
between Belton and the foot of Lake McDonald. .

ROADS.

There are 130 miles of roads in Glacler National Park and in the Blackfeet Indian
Reservation, which borders the park on the east, the construction and maintenance of
which 1s under the supervision of the park superintendent. Of this amount about 95§
miles are suitable for automobile travel and the remainder, owin% to their unimproved
condition, are used only by horse-drawn vehicles. The sundry civil act for 1919 carried
an appropriation of $80,000, under which the following road work has been done to date;

@lacier Park—Many Glacdier Highway.—From Glacier Park to a point one-half mile south
of 9-mile hlll holes in the road were filled with gravel. gutters cleaned, and culverts re-
paired, and the Two Medicine bridge strengthened. From this point north to the bottom
of 9-mile hill the road was graded. graveled, and rolled. On the loop, where the Brown-
ing Road connects with this highway, the road was graded, graveled, and rolled. In all
about 23 miles of exccllent road was completed. From this point on to 23 miles rakers
were employed raking loose rock from the roadway and repairing culverts and brldﬁes‘
g‘rom 23 mile to St. Marys slides were removed and gutters cleaned and some cribbing

one.

From 853 to 30 miles the road was graded, graveled, and rolled. A small amount of
work, such as toX dressing, still remains to be done here. About 3 miles of the road has
been graveled. small crew has been engaged from kere on to Many Glacier repairing
the road and bridges. The Swiftcurrent bridge was also redecked during the season.

Two Medicine Road.—Slides and rock were removed from this road and riprapping
was done at Trick FFalls bridge.

Cut Bank Road.—Slides and rock were removed from this road.

West side—Belton-Fish Creck Road.—The bridge across the Micdle Fork of the' Flat-
head River was repaired and strengthened and slides removed from the road between
the lI:Iﬂdge ulzt1d the new administration site and the road was dragged when the weather
wou. ermit.

North Fork Road.—About 800 feet of new corduroy was completed on this road. Grad-
ing and repairing was also done, and the road is now in a condition for automobile travel
for a distance of about 20 miles.

Remarks.—On account of the excessively dry season and high winds the roads became
very dusty, and as it was impossible to drag them numerous holes developed. However,
most of the bad places have been filled with gravel. Even on the mnewly gravel
stretches it was impossible to get a hard, packed road, even with the use of the roller,
without the proper amount of moisture. During the latter part of the season, however,
there has been more rain and the completed sections are rounding into shape, and in
the spring these new stretches should open up in excellent condition.

TRAILB.

Of the 225 miles of trails within the park about 150 miles were maintained during the
1918 season. The two e(s)rlnclpul passes, Gunsight and Swiftcurrent, were open when
the tourist season opened, on June 15, but about July 1 Gunsight Pass was partially
blocked by two slides. The trail was quickly recopened, however, and there was no ino-
convenience to tourists. The other maintenance work on the trails consisted in removing
slides, fallen timber, and rocks and renewing drains bridges, and corduroy. The new
trail construction for the season consisted of the following :

Lake McDonald trail.—That part of this trail left unfinished last fall was completed
sud the entire trall from the foot of Lake McDonald to the Glacier Hotel cleared of
fallen trees, etc. The trall as completed i8 from 6 to 8 feet wide and follows the old
road survey ilne.
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Logan Pass trail.—This trail was completed and opened for tourists August 3, the
~ McAdoo party conslstlngi of Secretary McAdoo, Mrs. McAdoo, Mr. Oscar Price, Mr.

Schaffer, and Dr. Frank iller, passing over the route from Granite Park to Sun Camp
on this date. This trall {s 16 miles long and 18 one of the most scenic in the park,
ogenlng uI? for tourist travel Hidden and Twin Lakes and a very Interesting unnamed
glacier. lowers in great numbers and varieties abound on the pass during the season.

BUILDINGS,

The buildings of the new admlinistration headquarters at the Belton entrance which
were started last fall were completed this summer and are now ready for occupancy.
These consist of four residences, each 28 by 28 feet and having a kltchen, living room,
sleeging room, and bath, and space for two additional rooms upstairs; frame warehouse
28 by 36 feet, shingle covered; stable, 36 by 56 feet, and capable of accommodating 14
heatd of horses; carriage shed and hostler’'s quarters; and the water plant and sewer
system.

The roof of the shelter cabin at Plegan P’ass, constructed last season, was blown off
during the winter and a crew was employed in laying a new roof. )

The temporary warehouse at Glacier Park Station was demolished by a windstorm
on the night of February 9. The Great Northern Rallway loaned the park the use of
their old stable for use as a wareh¢use until such time as a permanent structure could
be constructed. Work was recently started on a building for this purpose on the site of
land donated to the park by the Great Northern Rallway Co. and the building will be
completed and ready for occugancg before the cold weather sets in.

During the summer a fish hatchery was constructed on a plot of ﬁround Just back of
the Glacier Park Hotel, description and operation of which will be discussed under
separate headlng.

FISH.

Excellent fishing has been reported durlng the past summer in nearly all of the lakes
and streams in the park in which fish are found. Good fishing is, of course, always to
be found in Avalanche Lake and Creek, but during the 1918 season such lakes as Two
Medlcine, St. Mary’s, and McDermott, on the east slde of the divide, as well as Bowman,
Trout, and Snyder Lakes on the west side, have been reported as furnishing better sport
of this kind than in previous years.

Fish hatchery.—The National Park Service, in cooperation with the Bureau of Fish-
eries, has erected a fish hatchery a short distance west of the Glacler Park Hotel at
Glacier Park Station. The building is 49 by 34 feet and 13 stories high, with shingled
roof and rustic siding. It 18 equlpped with 32 troughs 16 feet bg 17% inches, each
trough containing 9 compartments which hold 6 loaded trays with one tray on top
for binder. The egg capacity is about 5,000,000 during incubation; 2,500,000 fry can
be handled. An unlimited water supply is furnished by Midvale Creek, which passes
within a short distance of the hatchery.

Species to be hatched.—8almo irideus (rainbow trout), Salmo mykiss (black-spotted,
native, or cut-throat trout), Salvelinus fontinalis (eastern brook trout), Thymallus tri-
color montanus (Montana grayllni). Salmo gairdneri (steelhedd trout). Of the 300,000
black-spotted trout eggs sent to this station from the Yellowstone Park: 275,000 sturdy
trout were hatched and the lot are to be planted In the waters of the park.

Fry are to be planted in the following lakes and streams within the park: Lake
Josephine, Gunsight Lake, Cutbank River, Lake McDermott, on the east side of the park,
and in Lakes McDonald, Logging, Bowman, Quartz., Kintla, and other smaller lakes on
both the east and west side of the park; 8,400 brook trout fingerlings have already been

lanted this season and more are to be made during this month ; several thousand rain-

w trout are to be planted, the brook and rainbow trout being shipped here from the
Bozeman iMont.) station.

Owing to the fact that the hatchery was not finished before the middle of Au-
gust it will not be possible to hatch anything more this season. It is very probable
that collections of black-spotted eggs will be started next season—June, July, and
August. Brook-trout eggs will llkewise be collected within the park in the near future,
also rainbow, steelhecad, and grayling. It is very probable that later on lake trout or
Mackinaw trout (Christivomer namaycush), whiteflsh éoorregomos clupeiformis) will
also be hatched and liberated in the waters of the park. The ground around the hatchery
will be parked and no doubt some ponds made for holding adult trout for exhibition
purposes. There i8 no reason why, under the proper system of development, the waters
of Glacler National Park should not contain the best fishing on earth. The fry hatched
here are wonderfully sturdy and lusty and this indicates that the water 1s better than
the average for fish. This, together with the aquatic life (for fish food) in the lakes and
streams, will in time make this park a wonderful mecca for the angler.

WILD ANIMALS.

The protection afforded the many species of wild animals found in the park is begin-
ning to show in their increasing numbers and their tameness, This is especially ap-
parent as regards the Rocky Mountain sheep, goats, and deer. In previous years a good
view of a band of sheep or of a goat jumping from one crag to another on the mountain
side was a rare sight indeed ; but now it Is a common thing to see tourists viewing these
animalg through fleld glasses frem hotel or chalet veranda. Deer are also increasing in
numbers and the camgalgn of extermination that is belng inaugurated against the

redatory animals in the lxlmrk will help greatly in removing this menace to the deer.

1k are still Plenﬂful in the southeastern portions of the park. Moose are seldom seen
along the trails although it 1s claimed there are in the neighborhood of 100 in the park.
They_confine themselves usually to the lake regions on the west side of the park and in
tha2 North Fork valley. Bear, both black and cinnamon, are often seen by tourists riding
over the tralls. Occasionally a grizzly bear is seen, but they are not numerous.

Predatory animals.—During the early part of the summer the park was visited by Mr.
Vernon Balley, chief fleld naturalist for the Bureau of Blological Survey. Conditions
relative to_the destruction of game by predatory animals were investigated and con-
sidered sufficiently serfous to warrant action being taken toward their extermination.
A cooperative agreement was reached between the National Park Service and the Bio-
logical Survey under which the Biological Survey should train hunters and oversee the
work and the National Park Service pay the salaries.
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It was originally planned to send four hunters from the Idaho district, these men to
devote about two months of the present fall season in systematically clearing the park of
{)mlatory animals and later returning to their regular stations. For several reasons
t became necessary to abandon this arrangement, the most important of these being
increased pressure of the Army draft and the conviction that more permanent and less
expensive results could be obtalred through securing local men and training them for the
work. Experience has shown that no lasting benefit may be had through a brief period
of work, however thorough. As the park is surrounded by hundreds of miles of infested
territory, and predatory animals _are more or less migratory, a small area is quickly
restockeéd when work is relaxed. By the cormin spring, the time when deer are killed in
the deeg snow by coyotes, enough of these would have drifted in to inflict serious losses
and little would be gained by the brief period of fall work. Success in this venture will
de?end on the permanent employment of the required number of hunters and the job
will be a gnestlon of years, not months. .

* Mr. L. J. Goldman, of the Blological Survey, arrived at park headquarters on August
22. He spent several days in famillarizing himself with local conditions, perfecting
plans, and locating desirable material for hunters. In this work he was assisted by the
assistant chief ranger and one ranger, everiaasslstance gosslble belng Yrovlded. Mr. Gold-
man personally covered the countr, about Lake McDonald and from Belton to Quartz Creek.
Descriptions of the country from Quartz Creek to the boundary were sufficlent for present
urposes. This re%lon is heavily timbered, with occasional burns and small clearings.

he east slope of the park was not visited, as conditions there will not warrant placing
cooperative hunters at the present time. 'This district east of the divide and Including
the adjolning Indian reservation is open in character. One hunter was established on
Anaconda Creek, as this is a central point for the area where coyotes are most abundant
and trapping most feasible. Another hunter was assigned the territory from Logging
Creek to the international boundmiy. BY September 6 the bunters had been thoroughly
:nstt‘x;ucted in the proper methods of hunting and trapping, and the work was turned over
0 them.

Of the abundance of coyotes and the damage done to game on the west side of the park,
it will be well to avoid taking snap judgment. This can only be determined as the
work progresses. Some residents report many coyotes and much damage, but nothing
can be more unreliable than the average citizen’'s estimate in such matters. Coyotes are
not usually Yxllentlful in heavily-timbered sections, as the animal prefers the open foot-
hills and plains. But throughout the West there is often a scattering of these animals
ranging through the timber and even above timber line. For a number of years I have
observed their fall migrations, when, with the coming of winter and deep snows, many
leave the mountains and drift into low country. Without study, no accurate report can
be made on a given locality, and an attempt at such would be worse than worthless. Mr.
Goldman found coyote sign in a number of places, but would not rate them as abundant.
Six were killed in a very short time. He estimates that on the line placed, possibly from
15 to 25 coyotes ma‘y be caught during a month.

The coyotes’ habft of killing deer and antelope about February and March, when snow
is at its greatest depth, i8 well known. Several places in Idaho reported considerable
losses last spring. A comparatively small number of coyotes can inflict a very large
amount of damage, and there can be no doubt that there are enough coyotes in Glacler
Park to destroy a large amount of game. In carrying on this work, benefit to stcck and

ame interests 1S not necessarily based on the actual number of predatory animnls killed,
gut in removing the individuals responsible for losses. That there i3 urgent need of e
protection from the varfous carnivores, I am fully convinced. Rough, timbered sections
are difficult to work owing to troubles encountered in attempting to handle long tra
lines, which 18 the secret of success in predatory animal work. But the venture
well worth the cost, even though large kills per month are not made.

Work on the east side of the park 1s a straight Bilological Surveiaﬂalr. A large part
of the territory to be cleared lies within the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, and this
work will benefit local stock interests as well as the park. So long as it remains a
breeding ground for coyotes, the animals will drift across the divide into the deer yards
of the west slope. The game of the east side is not suffering from depredations by coyotes,
since deer are not plentiful and mountain sheep and goats are in ver{nuttle danger. Of
other predatory animals there are some lion, a few cats, and, perhaps, some wolves
ranging across from the Canadlan side.

BANGER SERVICE.

During the year the ranger force consisted of 1 chief ranger, 1 assistant chief ran
and 12 gangerz. Private owners in the park have greatly assfsted in the prevention‘e:
f°"ftf fires and in several cases have extinguished small fires without help from the
park forces.

FORDST FIRES.

Although the season has been extremely dry, by comstant lance on the rt of

rk rangers and the hearty cooperation of the on{ch.ln of the%thud. thkt&. and
g‘ewls and Clark National Forests no fires of any consequence have occurred within the
park. The following is a summary of fires during the 1918 seasop :

Jupe 12, a small fire started near Highgate, burning over an area of about 50 acres
covered by dead-and-down timber. It was completely extinguished in two days.

June 13, a fire started on the fgest reserve south of the park and jum the river
in the vicinity of Park Creek. A cfew of 10 men drawn from the Forest rve extin-
guished the fire by June 28, the small dnmag: being confined to a small area.

June 19, a fire was started near Highgate .ﬂ sparks from a Great Northern Rallway
locomotive. A park ranger, assisted by a sm crew, quickly extinguished the fire.

July 8, a small fire reported near Paola was_extinguished by a small section crew
working under the park ranger in that district. No material damage was done.

July 12, a fire was started by llghtnln{ on the west side of LaW¥® McDonald. It was
extinguished by a crew under the assistant chief ranger, after burniny over about one-half
acre.
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July 17, a fire was reported on Howe Ridge, west of Lake McDonald, being started b
lightning. It was extinguished by July 26 by trail crews after burning over an area o
about 40 acres of a fair growth of pine and tamarack timber.

July 18, a small fire one-half mile west of Fielding was extlnﬁlshed by the park ranger
there, working with a section crew. About 1 acre of dead timber wag burned over.

July 19, a fire, started by lightning, was reported as on Citadel Peak, near the Canadlan
boundary. It was extinguished by the park ranger there and crew before any material
damage was done.

July 21, a small fire started in sec. 24, T. 33 N.,, R. 18 W. was extinguished by the
assistant chief ranger while on patrol. No damage was done.

ACCIDENTS.

Due to the careful handling of the tourists, there were no serlous accidents in the park
during the entire tourist season.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

The old wooden bridge across the Middle Fork of the Flathead River at the Belton
entrance i8 no longer safe, and a new short-span steel bridge should be erected at or near
the old bridge site. At the same time the rcad from the bridge to the new headquarters
should be raised so that it will not be flooded during the high-water periods.

With the increase in traffic on the west side of the park the need is becoming nrﬁnt
for the improvement of the North Fork Road. Only a comparatively small portion of this
road, which reaches to the Canadian boundary, is suitable for automobile travel. This
road should be improved by grading and draining.

Very little work has been done in the past on the upkeep of the trail system already
constructed in the park. Adequate provision should be made for the maintenance of the
trails as well as roads, that have already been constructed. No construction work other
than the foregoing is recommended on account of the small appropriation e: ted.

In conclusion I desire to express my hearty appreclation to the entire working force for
their loyalty, to the private owners for their strict observance of the park regulations,
and to the concessioners for their cooperation in the entertainment of the tourists.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK,
L. C. Way, Superintendent, Estes Park, Colo.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

The Rocky Mountain National Park was created bf the act of January 26, 1915 (88
Stat., 788). Under the act approved February 14, 1817 (89 Stat., 816), entitled “An act
to add certain lands to the Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado,”” approximately 48
square miles have been added, making the present area of the park af)%repxlmately 400

uare miles. The above acts provide that not more than $10,000 shal expended for
administration, protection, and improvement in any one year without special act of Con-

ress. Exclusive jurisdiction over the above area has not yet been ceded to the Federal
éovernment by the State of Colorado.

TRAVEL.

‘An absolute check on the number of people entering this £ark can not be had under the
present conditions. There are no entrance gates and no officlal checkers to ascertain the
number of people or where they came from. This is a disndvantafe from the standpoint
of the visitors, as well as from that of the park, for with official entrance gates and
checkers park officers would be in a position to give needed information to the visitors
which would add to their pleasure, as well as Information on trafic and other regulations
necessar{ for the safety and grotection of all.

Travel was exceptionally heavy to about June 15 this year, at which time a cold rain
swept the country, with heavy rains almost daily, and travel fell off great:lllv, increasing
agaln after August 1 and continuing through Aungust and into September. The following
tabulation shows the actual count.



